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scheme ean be cavried out in Sweden and
the TUnited States we can do the same here.

Mr. North: Congress is doing it already.

Mr. TONKIN : It is also necessary to dis-
seininate proper dietary bhabits amongst the
people. 1 am reminded that Roosevelt said,
“All the lectures on nutrition will avail no-
thing unless there is food for the child to
eat.” That is true. We know that many
families, while spending sufficient on their
food, are ill-nourished, because the money
is not spent on the right artiele. That has
been proved over and over again. Here is a
fia!ld in which we ean spread knowledge of
the bhest way to spend the money that is
availuble. In Great Britain the authorities
bave launched a seheme called “Milk in In-
dustry.” The latest figures I have show thal
in 7,000 factories, covering 2¥) millien work-
ers, milk iz distributed rvegularly, and the
consumption of that commodity in Great
Britain has donhled. The scheme has had
no adverse efloet on retailers who depend
upon their sales for a livelihood. Al that
it has done is to double the consumption
and provide an additional market for milk.
During my researches I came upon a very
interesting faet, although the case may be
an 1isolated one. The principle counld well
be extended to other places. I discovered
that at Oslo, the capital of Norway—it was
onre known as Christiana—the authorities,
with the consent of the parents, give children
a free breakfast. The meal consists of
one-third of a litre of milk—a litre is equal
to a pint and threc-quarters—butter, whole-
meal bread, checse, half an orange, half an
apple, or a raw earrot. It seems that the
diet has heen worked out to contain the
right proportions of vitamins and earbo-
hydrates. From September to Mareh fo the
meal is added a ration of cod-liver oil.
So that the Norwegian people are to be con-
gratulated on the step they have taken to
ensure that at least the children who attend
their schools shall get one deeent meal a day.
They are doing what they can to assist
handicapped children.

I think I have detained the House suf-
ficiently, but I hope that I have been able
to olfer a suggestion or two which may pos-
sibly be acied upon. Perhaps that is taking
an optimistic view of things, but if only a
portion of a snggestion finds some prae-
tical outlet my time will have been well
spent. I believe it is possible to do mueh
wore than is already being done, and I

14

349

say to those who represent the farming dis-
triets that if as the result of a changed
method we ean improve the standard of liv-
ing of the working people and get the right
outlook, then of a certainty shall we im-
prove the standard of living of those en-
gaged in the primary industries. As I said
at the outset, for me there is no difference
between a worker in the mines, a worker on
the wharf, and a worker on the farm, even
though for the time the last-named happens
to be the nominal proprietor.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: There is a differcnce
in the work.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, possibly in favour
of the farmer; but despite that, whether
there 15 difference in the work or not, they
are all workers at the present time on the
very lowest stratum, and our job is to lift
them up so that during their sojourn on
this earth they shall at least enjoy the
maximum standard of living that scienece
enables ns to provide.

On motion by Mr. Hughes, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.53 p.m.

Aegistative Council,
Tuesday, 29th Augnst, 1939,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BULK HANDLING OF
WHEAT.

Fueilities for 3,500 Farms Scheme.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief See-
retary: Can ocither the Government or Co-
operative Bulk Handling, Itd., lawfully
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erect bulk handling facilities in the pro-
posed 3,300 farms scheme areas? 2, If so,
and failing the crection of sueh facilities by
Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd.,, will the
Government provide such faeilities?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, No. The request for the erection of
bulk handling facilities in the proposed
3,600 farms seheme has been very carefully
considered. On acecount of varions uncer-
tainties it has been decided that for the time
no steps should be taken to grant the re-
quest,

QUESTIONS (2)—HEATHCOTE
MENTAL HOME.

Cost of Royal Commission.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What was the total cost of the
Royal Commission on the Heathcote Mental
Reception Home? 2, What payments weve
made to—(a) the Royal Commissioner; (b)
counsel employed by the Government to
assist the Royal Commissioner; (e} to other
individuals, giving the particulars in detail?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£838 10s. 2, (a) £150. {b) £648. (e) Sec-
retary, £10 10s.; typist, £9 8s. 8d.; advertis-
ing, £1 9s. 10d.; stationery, £56 9s. 1d.; sun-
dries, car hire, ete, £13 12s. 5d.; total,
£40 10s.

Retirement of Matron Shawcross.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, Was any amount paid to Matron
Shaweross on retirement as a compassionate
allowance or otherwise? 2, If so, how much
was paid?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The matron was paid the proportion of long
serviece and annual leave due to her at the
date of her retirement. 2, £107 17s. 104.

MOTION—METROPOLITAN MILK ACT.

To Disallow Regulations,

Debate resumed from the 23rd August on
the foliowing motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter
{East) :(—

That Rcgulations 102, 103, 104, and 105,
and new Sixth Schedule made under the
Metropolitan Milk Act, 1932-1936, as pub-
lighed in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ on the
oth June, 1989, and laid on the Table of the
House on the Rth August, 1939, be u«nd are
hereby disallowed,

{COUNCIL.]

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon,
E. H. Graxy—Woest) [4.35]: This is not the
first time that others have had to go to the
reseue of the producers to proteet them
from the actions oi their own representa-
tives. On this oecasion the daty falls to
my lot. If the debate on this motion has
not heen productive of any very cogent
argument for the disallowance of the new
regulations under the Metropolitan Milk
Act, at least it has not been without novel
features. For example, the solicitude for
the metropolitan econsumer displayed by Mr.
Baxier was guite unprecedented. Certainly
his stand on these regulations was in marked
contrast to the attitude he adopted on other
matfers in the immediate past. I still ve-
tain a vivid recolleetion of the hon. mem-
ber's attack last session on certain regula-
tions designed to prevent diseased meat
being placed on the metropolitan market.
It is pratifying to find that during the re-
cess his views have undergone some modifi-
cation, ané that he is now at some pains to
emphasise that one of his cares is for “the
health of the community and particularly
the health of the children.” He is not alone
in his anxiety for the health of the children.
The disallowanee or retention of these regu-
lations has not the slightest bearing upon
the health of the children. On the other
hand, the retention of the regulations is
cssential so that the hoard that has carried
out such effective work in the past may con-
tinue to work along lines calenlated to in-
stitute improved methods and still further
eare not only for the health of the children
but for that of the community as a whole.
Furthermore, the regulations are essential to
enable the board to go further afield to as-
sure the greater purification of our milk
supply.

The point must be stressed that the hon.
member’s fears that the regulations will
have a detrimental effect on the quality of
the milk supplied in the metropolitan arca
are wholly unfounded. Originally the regu-
lations were gazetted on the 9th June and
enforeced as from the 1st July—not from the
1st Angust, as Mr. Baxter told the House.
Provision was made for the delivery of milk
to consumers and holders of milk-shop and
milk-store licenses within the ecity blocks of
Perth and Fremantle between the hours of
1 am, and noon on any day, and fo con-
sumers and holders of milk-shop and milk-
store licenses outside the eity blocks of
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Perth and Fremantle belween the hours of
1 am. and 9.30 am. The amendments to
the regulations, which appeared in the
“Government Gazette” of the 11th August,
enabled the Board, at any time and from
time to time, to supply to any licensed milk
vendor a permit authorising him to distri-
bute milk to consumers or to the holders
of milk-shop and milk-store licenses, at
times other than those mentioned in the
original regulations. The effect is that hos-
pitals, or children who require milk at spe-
cifled times or those that require to be sup-
plied with milk from one ecow, will be able,
with the permission of the board, to secure
supplies at any time of the day. Thus, both
the arguments advanced in the Press and by
Mr. Baxter in this Chamber have no foun-
dation in faet.

Hon. W. J. Mann: More government by
the board.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member supported the legislation when it
was bhefore this House. The Act has been
of great benefit, not only to the primary
producers but to the public of Western
Australia,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Who introduced the
measure ¥

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member did.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: And T am proud of
it.

The HONORARY AIINISTER: Then
why is the hon. member trying to slay it 9

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The regnlations have
nothing to do with the Act at all.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: If the
hon. member sumeceeds in inducing this
House to pass a vote of censure on the
regulations, he will aim a vital blow at the
existence of the legislation, and that is the
point of view hon, members must take into
consideration.

Hon. C. F. Baster: That is a Govern-
ment threat.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It 1s
also provided in the amended regulations
that the permit may be caneelled at any
time without any reason being stated.
The regulations were gazetted at the re-
quest of the Metropolitan Retail Dairy
Men’s Union of Employers and the Trans-
port Workers’ Union. They have been
approved by the Milk Producers’ and
Produce-Retailers’ Assoeiation. The state-

351

ment has been made during the debate that
for the last 12 years there has been no
afterncon delivery in the ¥Fremantle dis-
trict. In view of the fact that the distriet
is represented by some of the keenest and
most alert public men in the State, hon.
members may take it for granted that onme
delivery of milk is not harmful eitker to
the trade or to the consumers.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: No wonder you
are blushing!

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
been interested in the supply of milk,
especially to children, for the last 17 years,
Early in my parliamentary career milk was
supplied to children at centres in Fremantle
to an extent that for various reasons has
not been equalled in these days.

Hon. A. Thomson: Lack of funds is
probably one.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
another is the diffienlty of persuading
teachers to co-operate with the committees.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane interjected,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Before 1
conclude my remarks, I will give the hon.
member some very sound reasons why the
delivery of milk in the afternoon is not
possible. I might mention that at a meet-
ing of dairymen from the Peel Estate,
Byford, Mundijong and Armadale, pre-
sided over by the chairman of the Byford
branch of the milk section of the Primary
Produeers’  Association, Mr, Baxter's
action was viewed with regret. A unani-
mons resolufion was carried to that effect.
That is an unusual occurrence at meetings
of the association.

Hon. L. Craig: There is always unani-
mity on any important question,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Solid-
arity in time of trouble is very desirable.
The meeting to which I referred was not a
meeting of the Byford branch of the
ALP, or any other section of the Labour
movement interested in milk supply. It
was a meeting of milk producers who are
supposed to be represented in thig House
by men like the hon. member. I maintain
that he should be their spokesman. He is
here for that purpose, namely, to ensure
that the producers get a fair deal, and
that their interests, insofar as they are
just, are protected by this Howuse.

Hon. G. Fraser: He is out of step with
everybody.
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The HONOR.ARY MINISTER: The hon,
member has proved himself, aeccording to
the findines of representative men and pri-
mary producers, to be out of step with
the movement. The resolution carried by
the meeting to which I referred was as
follows:—

Thiz meeting views with regret Mr., Bax-

ter’s action in meoving for the disallowance
of the regulations and dissociates itself from
the opinions which he expressed.
Thus we find that those who distribute
milk as prineipals, the employees of milk
distributors, and the producers themselves
are all heartily in favour of the regula-
tions.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Do you favour making
the Act permanent?

The HONORARY MINISTER: When
the Bill for a continuance of the Act is
before the House, if members desire it,
there will be a change of Government pol-
iey along those lines. Apart from any
other consideration, the attitude of the
bodies I bhave mentioned is sufficient to
indieate that Mr. Baxter’s statement to the
effect that the regulations ‘‘will further
eurtail the sale of fresh milk’’ is pure ¢on-
jecture. If anything is ealeulated to reduee
the sale of fresh milk and increase the
consumption of powdered milk, it is the ad-
vertisement given to the factory product by
the hon. member when he rebutted Mr.
Nicholson’s statement that powdered milk
had not the food value of fresh milk. T was
rather surprised at the stand taken by the
hon. member hecause there is no question
that powdered milk has mnot the value of
fresh milk.

Hon. A Thomson: Is powdered milk pro-
duced in Western Australia?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
think it is. The hon. member mentioned the
great inercase in the consumption of pow-
dered milk, but the faet has to be borne in
mind that there are fairly large communities
on the woldflelds—at Kalzoorlie, Boulder,
Laverton and aother mining areas—that have
to depend on powdered and condensed milk.

Memher: Will you guarantee that the
regnlations will not mean an inerease in the
consmnption of powdered milk in the city?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: Nothing of the sort.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Anvone
who compares powdered milk with fresh
milk as a heverage for children and adults

[COUNCIL. ]

should be in Heatheote. T am a standing ad-
vertisement of the value of fresh milk. Jf
the possibility existed of a decline in milk
sales, it is not likely that the milk vendors
would have requested the regulation; neither
would the producers have passed a resolu-
tion protesting against the hon. member’s
motion to disallow the regulation. Surely
we can depend for our expert advice upon
those who are vitally eoncerned in the trade.
Surely they should be able to express an
authoritative opinion as to whether regula-
tions of this kind would reduce their trade
and thus lower their standard of living., I
think the House ean well take notiee of the
advice nnd opinions uttered by every section
of the milk trade. These men do not
wish to see either sales or production dim-
inished. As the retailers arc constantly in
touch with the consumers they must have
gauged the attitude of the public towards
the regulations prior to requesting their in-
troduction. Before the new regulations were
gazetted the quantity of milk delivered in
the afternoon was found to he negligible
compared with the amount delivered in the
morning. I think the amount was about 5
per cent. Many vendors make no delivery
in the afternoon. Who are the people that
require milk to he delivered in the after-
noon?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Why frame these
regulations?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Apart
from hospitals and shops, and families where
there arve sick children, who else would re-
quire milk te be delivered in the afternoons?
The only people who want it then are thoze
who like to =ec others working unneces-
sarily long hours, people who live at Alf.
Lawley and Peppermint Grove. Many of
those who want afterncon deliveries are
fussy old ladies, whao delight in seeing milk-
men delivering half-a-pint of milk at houses
possessed of vefrigerators and all modern
conveniences, Memhbers will not find the
wife of a2 working man, though she may
have five or rix rhildren, asking for after-
nonn deliveries.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: How do vou know
the old ladies are fussy?

The HONORARY JMINTSTER: Only
Tussy old ladies would want such a service,
Thisx Yense should not encourage sueh prae-
tice=. We have made Investizations into this
aquestinn, and have ascertained that many
milk vendars do not deliver in the afternonn.
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Those who make deliveries in the afterncons
exclude Wednesday or Sunday, or Saturday
or Sunday afternoons. For some 12 years
prior to the introduection of the regulations
there had been no afternoon delivery in Fre-
mantle,

Hon. H, 8. W. Parker: Are the people
fussy there?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No.
People in industrial centres are, in the main,
satisfied to get their milk onee a day. Most
of the requests for a second delivery come
from places like Peppermint Grove. The
previous system of delivery was extremely
hard on the men employed, seeing that they
had only broken periods of rest. The after-
noon delivery was a most expensive system.
Milk vendors were forced to travel over the
same distance in the afterncon as in the
morning to earry out a comparatively small
percentage of their trade. More time was
oceupied in the afternoon delivery as it was
frenuently found by vendors that the recep-
tacle for the milk wns not placed outside the
door, or they were informed on arrival that
no milk was required. That is another in-
stance of poor domestic manogement, These
fussy ald ladies should have people to look
after them. They will not do their share in
assisting  with the general organization.
Whilst milk vendors do not keep separately
a record of the milk delivered in the morn-
ing and afternoon, the hoard has heen able
to obtain information indicating that the
quantity of milk delivered in the afternoon
represented between 5 per cent. and 10 per
cent. of the trade. The Pascomi Company,
which is the largest distribntor of milk, has
not delivered te eonsumers more than onee
daily for n number of years. In Fremantle
the eompany has never delivered in the after-
noon, except at places such as Peppermint
Grove and Claremont,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Are you sure

that it delivered in Peppermint Grove in the
afternoon?

7 The HONORARY MINISTER: They
SAY S0,

Hon, H. 8. W, Parker: Who says so?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That in-
formation was supplied to me by the hoard.
I am sorry if it is a reflection upon the hon,
member.

Hon. H, 8. W, Parker: I do not live in
Peppermint Groave, but I represent that dis-
triet.
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Hon. J. M., Maefarlane: He lives so closy
to it as not to matter,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: I represent the
district that is fussy.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Only
nnreasonable people would require a deliv-
ery of a half-pint of milk twiee a day. One
milk vendor in a large way of business—
I refer to Mr. H. J. Cartwright—who selis
approximately 475 gallons of milk daily, has
examined his records and states that consider--
ably less than 5 per cent. of his deliveries
were made in, the afterncon. That is an
authoritative statement from a milk vendor
carrying on a large business, and I ask the:
House to take cognisance of it. Another
milk vendor, Mr, R. M. Mounsey, who dis-
tributes in the Vietoris Park and South
Perth districts and sells approximately 375
gallons of milk daily, stated that he used to
sell only about 5 per cent. in the afternoon..
I have here a schedule giving the names of
milk vendors, together with the average
quantity of milk sold daily, and the amount
previously delivered in the afterncons. These
men are typical. The schedule indicates
that the quantity of milk sold in the after-
noon was negligible. T should be very pleased

.to sec the motion defeated. It is only 2 poli-

tieal kiek at the Government. .
Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do not talk nonsense.
Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: You are not assist-

ing us to support the regunlations.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member made a speech against them.
Hon. A. Thomson: You are not debating

n Government measure. The motion cannot

he a kick against the Government,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I ean-
not understand why the motion was moved.

Hon, H. V. Picszse: We are all looking
to vou for information.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I am giv-
ing the information.

Hon. L. Craig: The Honorary Minister is
imputing wrong motives.

The HONORARY MINISTER: When we
are dealing with the foed supplies of the
people we must 1ift ourselves above party
polities. T have always taken that stand.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Then why introduce
party polities?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member tried to make out a ease for after—
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noon deliveries, and my task is to show that
such a thing is unnecessary and would
hamper the milk trade. It would alse in-
volve a great deal of unnecessary labour and
be contrary to every-day commonsense.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Go on with the merits
of the case. You are all right.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Does the schedule
<cover the whole of the metropolitan area?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
schedule indicates the general attitude of the
trade,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Some of the
vendors are not in favour of the proposal.
'Will you not be giving away secrets?

The HONQRARY MINISTER:
schednle is as follows:—

The
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not delivered umtil the following day, that
is, under the new regulations. This, how-
ever, has always been the practice in re-
spect of a big percentage of the milk railed
from the South-West, for, as I have already
indicated, afternoon deliveries comprise
ouly five to ten per cent. of the total trade.
It will be obvious therefore that if there
are vendors so foolish as to mix morning
and afternoon milk, as suggested by Mr.
Baxter, they would have had every incentive
to do so before the new regulations came
into foree. I challenge his statement that
men in the trade wonld mix their milk in
the manner suggested.

Hon, J. M. Maefarlane: I do not pro-
pose to wear the white flower of a blame-
less life.

. No. of
Name. Address. Districts in which operate. | F8I085 | 4 reernoon Delivery |  Comments.
dellvered
daly. (if any).
gallons.
. Burke & Sons Nl%holsonnoad Canning Cltﬁ' ofdPerth. Perth Road 70 | Nore ... In favour
€. W. Treasure .... | Cecll Avenue, Cannington Citvl of Perth, Sublaco, Can- 117 | None In faveur
ng
E. F. Browne Kent Street, Capolpgton | Cannlog, City of Perth ... 83 Nope .. In favour
“T. J. Harper Allla,ertl.! Street, Osborne Pe;t.htﬁ.oad Board, City of 85 | 20 gallons
AT er
W. H. Taylor 142 Stirling Street, Perth | Cream only—Perth Road 41 None In favour
Board, City of Perth
A. J. Taylor 87 Dundas Road, Ingle- | Perth Road Board, City of 122 2.1% gullons in | Tn favour
woord FPerth summer
H, W, Green 146 Central Avenue, May- Perth Road Board, City of 87 | 5-10 winter, 12-26 | In favour for
lands sunmer winter but not
Summer
R. Hutchlson Government Road, Morley| Bayswater, City of Perth ... 23 | None In favour
Park, Mavlands
€. J. O’Connor ... | McGann Street, Bays- | Perth Road Board, Clty of [t None Tn {favour
water Perth
G, J. McLean 23I§e5ent-h Avenue, May- | City of Perth 8 None In favour
neds
T. Gralton 137 Shakespeare Street, | Clty of Perth 18 | None In favour
Mt, Hawthorn
M. Crawford 12 Bourke Street, North | City of Perth, Perth Road 70 4-5 summer, 2 | In favour
Perth Board winter
E. Crawford 12PBo;gke Street, North Pei.t;t;tlgoad Board, City of a5 None Tn favour
er
G. Thompson 53NEn:tngln Street, City of Perth, Sublaco 56 | 4 gallons summer | In favour
or'
Westrallan Farmers,| 47 Clar t C t, | Cottesl Mosman Park, 208 | None—-3 hospitals
Ltd. {* Pascoml ') Claremont Claremont, Peppermint served made no
Grove, Nedlands complaint About
one dellvery,
which has always
obtained
H. 8. Cooksley ... | 07 Cottesloe Avenue, Cot- | Peppermint Grove, Clare- 120 None—a few In
tesloe mont, Cottesloe, Ned- s\mimer
lands, Mosmnan Park
G. W, Blskberk ... | 1 Balfour Street, Cot- | Mofman Park, Peppermint 236 | None—Insummer | In favour
tesloe Grove, Cottesloe, Clare- ahout 59; total
mont, Nedlands Peppermint Grove
customera
R. E. Fdward 47 Rushton Road, Vie- | City of Perth, South Perth 19 None In favour
toria Park
A. T, Trige 1020 Albany Rond, Vie- | Canning, City of Perth, 3% | Butk morning, | Could manege
torla Park South Pert c?tleﬂy shops | satlefactority
afternaon

The HONORARY MINISTER:

I do not intend to weary members by read-
ing the whole list. If members peruse it
they will see that afternoon deliveries are
not required. Mr. Baxter objects that the
milk that eomes from the country and ar-
rives in the earty hours of the morning is

As to
Mr, Baxier’s general statements regarding
the hardship thai may be caused by the
operation of the regulations, the facts show
that prior to their enforcement the major-
ity of people held over their milk from
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the morning untit the evening. In the
first place we know that a great number of
milk vendors never delivered in the after-
noon, and the proof of that is in the state-
ment I have read to the House of the de-
liveries by the various vendors. Secondly,
even those who did, omitted at least two
afternoon deliveries in the week; and
thirdly, a negligible proportion of total de-
liveries was made in the afternoon round.
This demonsirates beyond doubt the prae-
tieability of one daily delivery even if Mr.
Baxter is prepared to discount the effic-
acy of the system in operation in the Fre-
mantle district. We say that the Fre-
mantle district is just as keen on getting
an cfficient, good and elean supply as is any
other district in the metropolitan area.

Hon. H. Tuckey : Those would be all local
supplies.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Some
inconvenience or hardship, the hon. mem-
ber has stated, will be suffered by certain
people during the summer months, and
erities of the vregulations maintain that
mitk should be delivered in the afternoon
during the summer months. The Milk Board
does not share this view. Experience shows
that delivery of milk in the metropolitan
area in the afternoon during the summer
time is bad for the milk, as, despite the
endeavours made by milk vendors to keep
the milk cool, by encasing it in eanvas or
in bags, hot air eanses the bags to dry and
the milk to hecome heated. This is readily
understood when it is realised that only a
small ¢uantity is transported. Heat on
milk—particularly milk that has been
chilled—has a most deleterions effect. It has
not bheen unusual for milk vendors to find
that, after their milk has heen carted in
their vehicles for some little time on a
summer afternoon, the fat globules rise to
the top of the milk, or the milk reaches the
point of turning. It #s much better for
cool milk to be delivered to the consumer
in the early morning and for the milk to
be kept in a clean vessel in a.cool place
rather than that it should be delivered to
the consumers in the heat of the day. The
efforts of the Milk Board have done much
io provide a cleaner milk and a milk of a
low bacteria content. The hoard’s efforts in
this direction have done much to provide
milk of a goed keeping quality. Every-
body who has taken an interest in this gues-
tion must rcalise that there has been a
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marked improvement in the way that milk
has been handled in the South-West. That
this is largely due to the eontrol exercised
by the Milk Board scarcely needs to be
stressed.

The suggestion has heen made that there
are some¢ members of the community who
cannot provide refrigerators or ice chests
in which to store their milk. These faeili-
ties, I am given to understand, are not es-
sential for the keeping of milk. Milk can
be kept eool in a Coolgardie safe, an inex-
pensive artiele to paurchase or to make in
the home, and whieh eosts nothing to main-
tain. If a Coolgardie safe is beyond the
resourees of some consumers, the milk ean
still be kept cool, if the milk is good and
cool on arrival, and if the vessel containing
it is put in 2 cool place or & place where
there is a breeze, and the vessel is wrapped
in a damp cloth. Alternatively, milk can
be boiled. Where milk is boiled, it will keep
under decent conditions for a lengthy period
from one delivery to the next. That is a
recognised fact. Unfortunately there are
people who are not very particular about
the cleanliness of the eontainers they use.

Sinece only a small perecentage of people
own refrigerators, it is obvious that the re-
mainder of the consumers who managed to
keep their milk previously with only one
daily delivery must have used one of the
devices I have suggested. The Chairman
of the board, in outlining the varions ways
in which milk might be stored, did not pre-
tend that they were ideal. He was simply
explaining the means whereby people in the
most straitened cireumstances can and ap-
parently do, make some inexpensive pro-
vision for keeping milk fresh throughout
the day. Some critics have asserted that
hospitals will be inconvenienced, but, as the
hoard is able to grant permission to mitk
vendors to supply consumers, this objection
can be overcome by permitting a milk ven-
dor to supply milk to hespitals.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Can you regu-
late the price at which the extra supplies
may be delivered-

The HONORARY MINISTER: We ar:
not discussing the question of price. Simi-
larly, in all cases where the board is satis-
fied that it is essential in the publie inter-
est to deliver milk ouiside the prescribed
hours, the hoard is able to grant permis-
sion to milk vendors to meet this special
need. Therefore, it cannot be submitted
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that the reeulations will cause any practical
inconvenience, Most members who have op-
puseil the reenlations have spoken of the
usurpation of the rights of the Industrial
Arhitration Court. Hon. members may not
he aware that the present award provides
for » 46-hour week. A= I have explained,
the hours for milk delivery, as fixed hy the
hoard, are, in the city blocks of Perth and
Fremantle, from 1 aan. to 12 noon; and
outside the city blocks, from 1 am. to
030 am. This provides a spread during
the week of 77 hours and 5334 honrs respues-
tivelv. Surely no memher of this House
ean take exception to that spread. It is
vomprehensive. Therefore, why endeavour
to upset a regulation that is vital to the
anterests of all concerned ?
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane interjeeted.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member will he miven an oppertunity to
speak later on.

The HOXNORARY MINISTER: Every
live hody of pcople, whether they bhe mas.
ters or workers, will try to improve their
conditions. The spreads T have mentioned
do not in any way encroach on the working
week fixed hy the award. Even if the hours
for milk delivery were fixed by the Arbitra-
tion Court, ther would be ineffective in re-
gard to the whole of the industry, for quite
a number of milk vendors themselves de-
liver on their rounds. These moen are not
emplovees, and <o would not he subjeet to
the awmrd of the comrt.

Prior to reeommending the Minister to
make the regulations, the Milk Board eare-
fally swrveyed the whole pesition. At the
time, milk distribntion in the metrepolitan
area was most haphazard, the deliveries tak-
ine place at all hours of the day and night.
The disadvantases of this state of affairs
had lonx heen  veeognized Dy the milk
hoards in Sydnev and Melhonrne. Tn those
citips the hours fixed for delivery are as
follows:—

Redpov--3.43 to 230 am,: 12 neon to 6
pm.. Sundave and public holidays: 343 to
9 am., with a proviso that dairvmen-vendors
may deliver from 12 necon to 1.30 p.an.
Fow do.

Mellipnrue—1 to 9 am., exeept in the eity
itaelf. where delivery is allowed until 12
NOONH.

With the experienee of those cities as a
~uide, the board arrived at the conclusion
thet the gnzettal of the reoulations wonld he
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a progressive step in the direction of more
orderly distvibution, and would in no way
conflict with the interestz of the consumers,

At ne stage, however, dil the hoard use
the arswment attributed to it hy Mr. Bax-
ter, namely, “that if the rezulations were
not applied thers wonld have to he an in-
crease in the price of milk.,” With regard
to the validity of the regulations themselves,
T have here a memorandum from the Soli-

citor General which sets out the actual posi-
tion :—

Referring to the statement by the Tum, T,
Nicholson, ALL.C—"There is nothing so fur
as my present perusal of the Aet shows me to
indieate that power is given to fix hours of
deliverv'—the answer to that statemoent is
to be found in the long title to the Aect, and
in Scetions 36 and 38 of the Aet, as fol-
lows:—

(a) The long title of the Act iy “*An Aet
to provide for the regulation amd organisa-
tion of the production, purchase, treatment,
sale and distributien of milk for vse by con-
sumers within the metropolitan area.

(b) Scetion 36 enacts that the board s
charged (inter alia) with the supply and sale
of milk to milk vendors (paragraph 1 (L)),
the supply, sale and distribution of miik to
consumers in the metropolitan area (para-
graph 1 (¢} ), measures and means which, in
the opinien of the board, are reguisite and
necessalry to provide a2 regnlar sapply of
fresh, ¢lean and wholesome millt te consumoers
in the metropolitan area, (paragraph (4} ).
and any other matter which, in the opinion of
the AMinister, ia incidental to any of the
vutters aforesxid.

{¢) Section 38 enacts that the Minister
may, with the approval of the Governor,
make regulationa preseribing forms anmil fees
and other matters and things which by this
Act are contemplated, reguired or permitted
fo he preseribed, or which apprar o him
to he mecessary or convenient fto e pre-
seribed, for the purpose of cnabling the
hoard effectually to performe and earry ont
its powers, fuuctions and duties under this
Aet, und for the purpose of effectually corry-
ing out any of the provisions of this Act, or
for better efferting the objects or purposes
of this Aet.

The delivery of milk to consumers is ob-
viously a matter ineluded in the distribution
of milk te consumers; oue of the objects and
purposes of the Act i8 the regulation and
organisation of the distribution of milk to
consumers: and one of the powers, functions
or duties with which the hoard is charged
under Seetion 36 of the Act ix the supply,
sale and disfribution of milk to consumers,
Clearly, therefere, Sectipn 28 voufers upon
the Minister power, with the approval of the
Governor, to make vegulations preseribing
hours for the delivery of milk to consumers
in order to hetter effect the ohjeet or pur-
pose of the Aet, which is the regulation and



{29 AvgusTt, 1939.]

organigsation of the distribution of milk to
consumers, and alse in order to enable the
board effectually to perform and carry out its
powers, functions and duties under the Aect,
among which is that relating to the supply,
sale and distribution of milk to consmmers.
The argument used by Mr. Baxter was never
advanced by any responsible officer of the
board.

Hon. C. . Baxter: I took it from a re-
port in the Press,

The HONORARY MINISTER : The hon.
member did not take it from an aunthorita-
tive report in the Press.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It was not a statement
by the board.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
memher shonld have sazid so before. I do
not think he can take a statement appearing
in the Press and use it as an authoritative
argument. In doing so, I think he made a
gtave mistake.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Minister would not
expect the Crown Law Department to say
that its own regulations were ultra vires.

The HONORARY JMINISTER: Has the
hon. member the aundacity to tell the House
that the Selicitor General would give wrong
advice to a Minister regarding the prepara-
tion of vegulations? The Solicitor General
is paid a high salary to give Ministers
zuidance and advice. If it were not possible
to issne the regulations under the Aet, the
Solicitor General would advise aecordingly.

Hon. J, Cornell: But the Minister is point-
ing out that the Crown Law Department
declares the regulations to be not ultra vives,

The HON'ORAR;Y MINISTER: 1 have
read the reply given to the contention raised
by Mr. Nicholson.

Hon, J. Cornell: You have asked the
Solicitor General to adjudicate on his own
regulations.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Our
Crown Law officers are of such high stand-
ing that they would not think of leading a
Minister or the Government astray in their
opinions,

Han, J. Cornell: T am not questioning tha
ut all.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
opinion is quite plain. It is couched in
simple language, the meaning of whieh any
member ean grasp,

Hon. J. Cornell: The Crown Solicitor is
only defending what he has done,

The HONORARY MINISTER: We have
the opinion of the Crown Law authorities,

357

by whose advice we must be guided, that
Mr. Nicholson’s fears are quite groundless.
Everyone desires to see the milk industry
make progress, and the consumption of milk
increase, and everyone is equally desirous
that all those connected with the industry
should get justice. As one interested in the
milk industry from a public point of view,
I maintain a vast improvement has bheen
effected in the industry since the passing of
the Act. It is vital, in the interests of the
board, that no action such as is contemplated
by Myr. Baxter, shoult be ecountenanced by
this 1louse.

Hon. IT. Tuekey: You want the Aet to be
made prermancnt.

The IIONORARY MIXNISTER: I want
these regnlations to remain in foree, so that
the position of the mdustry may be im-
proved. If Mr. Baxter’s motion is carried,
the effect will be detrimental to the workers
in the industry, to their employers, to the
mitk vendors and the produeers—in fact, Lo
cveryone connected with the industry. I
therefore ask members to vote against the
motion.

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South) [5.20]:
Althongh not particularly interested in this
debate, I desire to contribute to it, bzcanse
in my youthful days I worked on a dairy
farm. Afterwards I left thot work to take
up niuning. It is a fine thing to see a re-
volt smong the primary producers. The
wheatgrowers, for instance, are in revolt.
Now we have the milk vendors up in arms.
This dehate reealls to my mind a somewhat
similar lehate upon the disallowance of a
regulation dealing with fortnightly pay for
the workers on the goldfields.

Member: That was the law, not a regu-
lation.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: An amendment
of the Aet was being proposed. The ques-
tion had no reference at all to the Arbitra-
tion Court. The majority of the members
who voted against it were representatives
of the primary producers. OF course, their
action was refleeted in the last clections on
the goldfields, as Mr. Seddon can tell mem-
bers. The primary producers’ representa-
tives voted against the workers on the
goldfields getting a fortnightly pay. To-dav,
oppesition is coming from them to their own
people. T stated at the outset that I knew
somcthing about dairying: and of all the
heavy jobs in the world, that is the heaviest.
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I am about 50 vears of age and [ assert that
the conditions in the milk industry are just
as bad as they were when 1 was a youth.
In company with other members of Parlia-
ment, ] bave visited the South-West aml
attended agricultural shows. What hap-
pened after the show was over? Every
farmer had to rush home to milk the cows.

Mamber: The regulations would not help
them.

TIon. C. B. WILLIAMS: They mighr re-
sult in iniproving the conditions in  the
industry.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do yon want one
delivery of milk a day?

Hon, €. B. WILLIAMS: Yes; that is
enough, too. In the dairying industry, one
has to work in the dust and the heat, and
in the snow and the ice. One starts in the
ice of winter mornings and goes through
to the night, still working in the
vold.  Why should not the dairymen
try to improve the lot of their em-
ployecs? Dut it iz eostly to deliver milk
twice o day I speak feclingly on this sub-
Jeet.  On the goldfields, with the tempera-
ture 110 degrecs and 112 degrees in  the
shadle, it wonld be impossible to deliver milk
twive a day. The eonsumers themsclves
weuld wel desire such a course. It would
pe stupid to cart the milk through such
noat, as it would not keep. Mr. Nicholson
reterred to the milk supplies for the
childven in the metropolitan area. How do
sick children and ek adalls get on in the
Government hospital at Kalgoorlie? Milk
wias delivered by contract from Perth to that
institntion onee a day. Goldfelds residents
abjorted to this course, a< they consider the
anitl shonld be boneht in Kaleoorlie itself. T
ahjeet to milk heing taken from Perth to
Walreorlie. Let the people of Kalgoorlie sup-
port the loeal dairvmen, as the people of
Poerth suppert their local dairymen. The
wilk vendors are up against the problem
nf some vendors who are frying to steal a
few customers by delivering milk twice daily.
I think it is a disgrace to the country that
in all the years I have known this industry,
so little improvement has been made in the
vonditions. Objection could easily he raised
to the delivery of nilk in the early hours of
the mornini; I for one have an objeetion to
heing awakened by the milkman, beeause
there iz then no more sleep. The difference
between the milk vendor at Kalgeorlie and
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the milk vendor in the metropolitan area is
that while the delivery here is started at
1 am. and finished at 9.30 a.m., the vendor
at Kalgoorlie wishes to start delivering at 2
a,im. and finish a few hours later. The sooner
a vendor gets out of the street with his milk
on a hot day, the better for the commodity.
If any member can conscientiously vote in
favour of the motion, he must remember
that he is opporing the fair and honest opin-
ion of the experts in the milk industry, who
are just as worthy of consideration a~ ave
experts m other induastries.

Hon. I. Cornell: Experts in what, mix-
ing?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am not speak-
ing of mixing. As the Honorary Minister
told us, if any vendor delivers bad milk,
he does not continue the practice very long.
I have traversed the interior of this eoun-
try as much as has any member. Fresh
cows’ milk is not obtamable beyond Laver-
ton or at Lawlers, where people use goats’
milk or condensed milk. Everybody on the
goldficlds boils the milk as soon as it ix de-
livered—I mean evervhody with any sense—
and it will keep on the hottest of days. Im
my opinion the ice chest is of no value on
the goldfields for storing milk; the Cool-
eardie safe is mueh more satisfactory. Most
of the people at Edjudina nse condensed
milk, which is a good article though mueh
dearer than fresh milk, and there is some
diflieulty in keeping it once a tin has heen
opened. It is time the milk producers in-
#isted on their members supportine their ef-
forts to sceure improvements in the indus-
trv. The Labour Party considers the wiches
ol the miners who, if they did not get jux-
tive, wonld find other men to represent them.
As to the argument that the ITonorary 3Min-
ister might eause Labour to lose votes for
adopting the attitude he has taken to this
(uestion, my reply is, “Then let us lose
votes, but the men in the country will know
that the Labour Party is hehind them iu
their efforts to secure an improvement.'
The contention that the resulations eneroach
upon the functions of the Arbitration Court
i= utter nonsense. This is an instance of the
employer and employee reaching a decision
an the guestion of the hours of distribution.
It the A.W.T. at Kalwoorlie can come to an
azreement tp prevent a dislocation of in-
dustry, why should not those interested in
the milk indusiry do likewise?
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Hon. J. Cornell: But the miners have an
industrial agreement,

Hon. G. B. WILLIAMS: Quite so. The
Honorary Minister told us sufficient to satisfy
the most obstinate member that the regula-
tions are desired by the people engaged in
the industry and by the community as well.
Therefore the regulations should not be dis-
allowed. In conclusion, I again express the
opinion that anyboedy who desires to have
milk delivered during a summer afternoon
in a climate like ours is stapid.

On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from the 23rd August.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.34]:
I congratulate the Labour Party upon its
suceess at the Assembly eleetions and also
the various Ministers upon appointment to
their respective portfolios. I fully expected
the electors to decide on a change of Govern-
ment on this oceasion, but they evidently
thourht that the State would be better
served by the team that bhad controlled
affairs for several vears. We know the old
saying that a new broom sweeps clean, and
my impression was that a change would be
beneficial. Iowever, I mmust admit that I
was wrong in my estimate of the opinions
of the clectors.

The Speech mentions the heavy deficit for
the year, £220,442, and I presume the Gov-
ernment will take drastic steps in the hope
of balancing the ledger this financial year.
How that will be accomplished, in view of
the difficulties eonfronting industry, I can-
not imagine. Perhaps towards the end of
the session we shall be informed of the
measures proposed to be adopted. When a
Government is unable to keep its expendi-
ture within the limits of the revenue avail-
able, a bad example is set to the community.
Surely we should look to the Government to
set a good example! Many of our settlers,
in spite of all their struggles, are experiene-
ing difficulties that are becoming greater and
greater, and when they approach the Gov-
ernment for a little help, they are told that
no money is available. The Government is
able to provide various sums for expendi-
ture in the larger centres, but these havs
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more votes than have the country centres
where the distribution of the money would
help struggling settlers. The Speech con-
tains the following reference:—

Although the State has demonstrated a
remarkable capacity to withstand the low
prices for wool and wheat, it is certainly
hoped that an improvement will soon be-
manifest, thus enabling full advantage to be:
taken of the high production indicated by
the excellent seasonal prospects.

This I regard as nothing more than a pious
hope. True, we have the promise of & boun-
tiful season, but unless the producers are
encouraged and assisted, the benefit to be
derived will be small indeed. The various
Governments throughout Australia seem
almost to have shut their eyes to the dread-
ful conditions under which farmers and
pastoralists are labouring. Loan Council
meetings have been held; the represen-
tatives of Federal and State Govern-
ments have held various meetings at Can-
berra and Melbourne, and after months of
promises, from which we expeected tangible
results, they decided to raise a sum of
£40,000,000 and not c¢ne penny piece was
allotted to aid the farmers and pastoralists.
We have reached a position so extraordin-
ary as almost to invite revolution. Many
Tarmers and pastoralists are ready to throw
up the struggle and walk off their holdings.

The pious hope expressed in the Speech
carries us nowhere, and once more we find
the Commonwealth Government holding
hack with a view to throwing on the Stales
the omus of assisting these industries. T
agree with the Premier of Victoria that to
assist the fayming industry is essentially a
Commonwealth responsibility. For years
the Commonwealth Government has been
rigging the tariff against the wool and
wheat industries until it has collected from
them at least £150,000,000, and when asked
to come to the rescue of those producers aud
assist them in their difficulties, the Common-
wealth is not prepared to shoulder the bur-
den. Some of the producers are in danger
of losing their heldings, and the least we
eould expeet was that the Commoenweslth
would return to those primary industries
some of the benefits derived from the back-
ing of secondary industries, particularly
those established in Melbourne and Sydney.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Has not a fair amount
of money been given to the farming indus-
try?
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Hon. G. B. Wood: I think the total
ameount is £14,000,004),

Ion. V. HAMERSLEY : That assistance
has heen spread ever a number of years,
But more than that sum has been taken
from the primary producers in direet taxa-
tion, to say nothing of the revenue reaped
from tariff duties, which have been imposed
in the interests of manufacturers of mach-
inerw, rails, vehicles, ete., and have made
the requirements of the producer much mor:
expensive.  Those daties have rendered it
almo~t impossible for the producer to carrv
on his industry, There is an old saying that
those whom the gods wish to destroy, they
first make mad. That sayving reenrs to my
mind whoen I go inte the eountry and cee
how sevorely the people are suffering. They
have been doing so for many mouths, and
the hope deferred on which they have heen
living has now become practieally the last
straw. I view this matter most seriously,
heenuse the farmers are losing heart en-
tirely, which is not to he wondered at.
Thosr meetings of the Prime Minister and
the State Premicrs shonld have hbromght
abont something wmore than we have seen
=0 far. Mr. Menzies visited TWestern Aus-
tralia, and when le was back amongst his
friends he said that he had visited all the
States and discovered a great deal of paro-
chialism. The hon. gentleman should take
the parochial heam out of his own eye. He
eontinues to harhour the idea that the Com-
monwealth eannot hack the farming com-
munify. The Federal Government's desire
is to cast that load on the State Govern-
ments, but the mafter is one ossentially for
the Commonwealth. Tt is the height of paro-
chialisin when Mr. Menzies continues to de-
sire to sneennr secondary indostries, leaving
the others down and ont.

Only to think of the pastoralist and the
terrible times he has gone thronmgh! And
without any help whatever from the Com-
monwealth.  The strongest opponent of the
wool man is eotton. His =everest competi-
tion eomes from cotton. The United States
Government has helped its cotfon-growers
to the extent of holding 13,000,000 hales.
On the other hand, our Federal Government
has heen trying to encourage a eotton in-
dustry in  Australia, in ecompetition with
wool: and cofton is a black Iabour in-
dustry. The Commonwealth Government is
aiving 2 homms of 41%4d. per Ih. on cotton-
erowine in Australin. The price of cotton
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in Liverpool is 41.d. per lb. Yet the Com-
monwealth Governwent tries to build up an
Australian cotton industry, to down the
wool men, by bonusing cotton with the
equivalent of its price in Liverpool. That
seems to me utter madness. No doubt the
scheme is all very well for Eastern Aus-
tralin. The Fudernl Government's poliey is
to bolster industries avound the big eittes
while leaving industries on the outskirts to
fend for themselves. We primary produe-
ers have to make all our purehases in highly
protected markets and sell our wheat and
wool in the cheapest market, at world's
parity. Assuredly the tariff does net help
the people I represent.

Britain guarantees a price to her wheat-
growers, The Tnited States Government
ix giving its growers a bonus of 1s. 10444,
per bushel on wheat for export. Tet here
are our Governments requiring the grow-
ers to produce without any honus what-
ever, while we have to compete with the
outside world, The prices we are com-
pelled to accept for wheat are so low that
we cannet live on them, and vet there is
no help whatever from the Commonwealth.
TUnless aid is fortheoming, the growers
must  walk off their holdings, The
1s. 10%44. bonus and the 2s. per Dbushel
obtainable as the priee of their wheat has
enabled the growers of the United States
to carry on. At present onr growers do
nof know whether they ecan get even 1s.
per bushel for their wheat. Being unable
to obtain any eredit, they do not know
how they are to take off the eoming har-
vest. They have made an appeal to the
State (fovernments to antjeipate the sub-
sidv coming from the flour tax. In the
aggregate it will not amount to much.
Growers have had 21d.,, and anticipate s
similar amount; but the Federal Govern-
ment refuses to anticipate the payment
and requires the growers to wait until the
31st December for a further amount.
What are these growers to live on? What
are they to do? Iow are they to carry on
between times! Tt ix a matter of serious
moment to the Government of Western
Australin how the growers, failing long
eredit, are to earry out operations to put
in erops for next season. We know what
the railways will suffer if c¢rops do not
go in. They will make a worse showine
next vear than this year, Things look
most serious, quite apart from the inter-
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national sitnation. The Federal and State
Governments have displayed a long-winded
apathy in bringing the mntter to a head.
At each of their frequent gatherings a
tiny hope flutters again in the hearts of the
primary producers, but speedily becomes
exfinguished. As the months go by, these
prople hecome more and more weary. I do
urge that something should be done very
speedily by the Federal Government. 1
realise that our State Government is deinz
its best; but I want the matter finalised
without any delay whatever, not only for
my own sake but also for that of all en-
gaged in the industry, and for the sake of
what the industry means to Western Aus-
tralia and the Commonwealth,

T observe from the Lieut.-Governor’s
Speeech that a million pounds was devoted
to read construction during the past year. I
presume that million was alnost entirely
money from the petrol tax, distributed over
wain roads. In view of the settlers being
sn hard up, many of them unable to pay
their locnl rates so as to emable the road
hoards to earry on operations, it is unfor-
tunate that these people require a great
deal of petrol to ecarry on their industry.
At the same time they use thousands of
miles of road which the loeal boards have
to keep up. I would almost say that an
amendment of the Main Roads Aet assur-
ing to road boards throughout the State a
regular distribution from the tax proceeds
i absalutely needed. Many settlers and
pastoralists, all paying petrol tax, use
many thousand miles of road that ave not
main roads. From that taxation thev ob-
tain no return exeept that they may use
2 main road once or twice during the yvear.
Some of them are fortunate enough to be
able to take a holiday, and so they use a
main road onee or twice annually; but all
throngh the 12 months, when ¢éravelling
backwards and forwards between their
homes and the siding or township, theyx
are using 25 or 30 miles of road maintained
by the loeal board. Every one of those
bhoards has thousands of miles of road to
maintain, and their only source of revenue
i5 taxational rating on land. It is a great
pity that they cannot seeure a larger pro-
portion of the proceeds of petrol taxation,
and I trust the Government will do some-
thing in that direction. Many road boards
would be extremely glad if portion of the
tax eould be distributed amongst them to
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help them to keep up sud improve their
own roads. At present they are in a posi-
tion of peculiar difficulty, because the
bountiful rains have washed the roads
ahout, and bridges and eulverts have suf-
fered. The necessary repairs have to be
made out of the boards' own resources,
while they find it extremely difficult to get
money from settlers,

Portion of my province, which was
recently  visited by the Minister for
Works, is coneerned in extension of the
eleetricity supply. I sincerely hope that
the supply will soon be extended to Maida
Vale, Forrest Field, Wattle Grove, Pickering
Brock, Kalamunda, Parkerville and Glen
Forrest. The people in those districts have,
for years, looked forward to heing given the
extensions, but the trouble has been insnfl-
ciency of power. The difficulty shomld he
overcome by the new unit of the East Perth
Power House, to which referenee is made in
the Speech. The matter is highly important
to the loealities mentioned, more especially
as some of them have local supplies of elee-
trieity and do not know whethey or not to
grant furtbher rights to individuals to ex-
tend their works. They are between two
stools, The loealities not vet conneeted up
do not want to grant permits to private
persons to instal plants. A good reason why
the Government shounld operate in that diree-
tion is that it would be keeping in step with
the Minister for Industrial Development, who
wishes to encourage secondary industries and
small industries. Certainly such industries
give a great deal of emplovment.

Continuing with loeal worries and troubles,
I wish to mention that the question of rab-
bit virns has not vet heen satisfactorily
settled. I have requests from several boards
to be permitted o try ont the virus. The
Council of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search has, I believe, satisfied itself that
human beings and animals other than rab-
hits arc immune to the virus. One objectior
raised by the council was that the virus was
too costlv. Settlers claimed, in addition,
that the fencing of holdings was unduly ex-
pensive and if the properties were sub-
divided ns was considered necessarv, thev
would be turned into a sort of chess board.
On the other hand, those charged with the
investigation have not been starved regard-
ing expendifure in other directions and I ecan-
not nnderstand why anv expense should be
considered too great for the proper de-
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termination of the effectiveness or otherwise
of the rabbit virns, Many of the people in
the country districts claim they should be
given an opportunity to fry out the virus
for themselves. There have been appeals
to the Government to make supplies avail-
able fo one or two road boards to enable
experiments to be earried out in their dis-
(ricts. The claim has been made that the
virus has proved successful in open fields.
Members will agree that the effective eradi-
cation of this great enemy of the wheat-
growers, dairymen, fruiterowers and pas-
toralists is highly essential. The menace of
the rabbit is real. I urge that something
should be done to enable some of the boards
to secure supplies of the virus in order to
try it ont in this State. The question of
expense seems to be the stumbling block.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Has not the de-
cision been reached that the release of the
virus would be dangerous?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I do not know
that that is so. To whom would it
be dangerous? Regarding the proposal for
the settlement of the Kimberleys, I fully
support the scheme advanced for the de-
velopment of the far North. Here we have
people who are looking for land, and surely
they should be given an opportunity to
seitle and develop a part of the State that
has been ecrying ont for attention for
many years past. Settlers came to Western
Australia in the early days knmowing full
well that they would have to face manwy
diffieulties. There was no question of Gov-
ernment support or help for them. They
had to pay their own way and accepl the
risks entailed. Surely we should allow this
race an opportunity to deal with the un-
developed country, and give them the op-
portunities that were availed of in the
south by our early settlers. In those days
there was no spoon feeding and the settlers
I refer to have not had much of it since.
For the most part they have received kicks.
For long have we desired to pepulate our
empty spaces. Reports appearing in fhe
daily Press indieate that the Japanese are
taking possession of the North, A system
of eontrol has had to be organised in Broome
hecause the people there do mot know to
what extent the landing of Japanese may
swell. Certainly these foreigners are on our
coast, and we know of the peaceful penetra-
tion methods of both the Japanese and the
Chinese. We should take early advantage
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of the opportunity to secure the settlement
of the northern parts by a race more to our
liking, Those people will pay their own
way and will prove to be fine citizens. Their
presence in the North will create trade,
which is so0 essential if we wish to retain
our grasp upon the Commonwealth. The
population of Australia iy not increasing
as it should, and here we have a golden
opportunity to populate the empty North,

The Lieut.-Governor's Speech was not an
inspiving utteranee, and on the whole
I think we shall enjoy a very nice quiet
session. I do not know what the proposals
of the Government are with regard {o in-
dustrial legislation. The Arbitration Aet
has been in foree for a number of years and
we know that throughout the Commonwealth
great dissatisfaction has been expressed by
the workers regarding the application of
that principle to industry. Perhaps the ob-
jeet of the foreshadowed amending legisla-
tion is to include the right to strike. How-
ever, at a later stage we shall learn what
is proposed.

Touching briefly upon the dairying indus-
try, I notice the standard for butter has
heen raised recently. That instruetion should
be given to the producers who are not fully
alive to the position, partieularly those oper-
ating in the wheat areas, is eertainly impera-
tive. In view of the raising of the standard,
the Government should send inspectors
throughout the dairying distriets to instruet
the producers, just as is heing done with re-
pgard to the education of farmers respecting
the proper quality of pigs for export. In
the wheat areas special instruction is re-
quired upen the methods of improving the
quality of cream for the market. Sueh a
step may involve the expenditure of £200 or
$0, but I urge the Government to embark
upon that course in the interests of the pro-
ducers, During the drought of 1914 men
were kept on their farms through the efforts
of their wives and families who engaged in
dairying as a side line. That applied parti-
cularly on holdings in the far eastern dis-
triets, which were regarded at the
time as ruestionably safe for produetion.
On the contrary, those who undertook these
side lines were suceessful, and their eream
supplies constituted a wonderful addition to
the butter industry. When the wheat posi-
tion improved they ceased their efforts, but
I am afraid in these days many will return
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to dairying in districts that are looked wpon
as risky, even for wheat.

I notice that one Bill foreshadowed by the
Government will have reference to the Leg-
islative Couneil franchise. I imagine the
Government will endeavour to make it easier
for people to secure a vote for this branch
of the Legislature. The A.N.A. has made
representations fo the Government to do
away with the Legislative Council, the aboli-
tion of which has been an aim of the Labour
Party for years past. I sincerely hope that
no scheme will be proposed such as that
applying to the Federal Senate, for which
there is the adult franehise. If that system
were applied to the election of the Legisla-
tive Council, T would lock upon this House
as merely a rubber stamp. I view with
much disfavour any alteration in the fran-
chise for this Chamber. I trust that many
of those who favour the abolition of this
Chamber will realise the error of their ways.
If they do not, we may lose control of gov-
ernment, and in the end we may have in
power someone like Hitler. I support
the motion for the adoption of the Address.
in-reply.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropo-
litan-Suburban) [6.103: I also support the
motion hefore the House. I was very in-
terested in the speech that His Excellency
delivered. I do not intend to refer to many
sections of the voluminous document and
shall confine myself to a few points with
which I can deal with a certain amount of
knowledge. On such topies I may, perhaps,
speak convineingly to those who listen to me.
That production during the last few
vears has been favourable, even though the
periods were regarded as dry, is satisfactory.
Weo have experienced bountiful rains this
vear and we should be thankful for that in
view of the ruling wheat prices. We should
have a humper harvest, which will be some
little compensation for the low prices. If
our farmers were confronted with low prices
and a low yield, the position would be aggra-
vated. I trust that in the final analysis the
season’s production will be satisfactory from
that point of view. I have been greatly sur-
prised that the price of wheat is so low at
present. In the course of my long life I
cannot remember the price having been so
unsatisfactory. Especially is this surprising
when we consider the turmoil of to-day.
With war threatening, onc would expect
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wheat to be purchased at premium rates in
order to provide for contingencies. Light
was thrown on that phase by a cable pub-
lished reeently setting out that Germany had
in store sufficient wheat to meet her require-
ments for a year under the greatest stress.
I presume the same applies to other nations,
which have bheen buying heavily for some
time past. The result of their purchases is
that those nations do not require more
wheat, which is now a glut on the market.
This brings me to the point that the wheat-
grower has to realise ihat the conditions
under which he operates have to be altered.
The same applies to other phases of agricul-
tural production. There is, of conrse, the
necessity to foster the produetion of wool,
fat lambs, butter, eggs and pigs, some of
which offer splendid returns for wheat far-
mers. Attention should also be paid to the
rearing of calves instead of slaughtering so
many at an early age. A large proportion
of those ealves could be held for beef. The
experience generally is that at the fall of
the year attractive priees are offered because
of the shortage of good heef cattle.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE : Before tea
T was trying to emphasise the point that
mixed farming must definitely be under-
taken by wheatgrowers in the future be-
canse, with wheat offering such low returns,
nothing but bankruptecy will be the lot of
the farmers whose activities are vestricted to
wheatgrowing. The reference in the Lieut.-
Governor's Speeeh to the development of
the export lamb trade made good reading,
and it was grafifying to learn that during
the last three or four years the export figure
has grown to sueh an extent that this year
the hope is entertained of 500,000 lambs
heing sent away. According to the Speech,
the Government expects that in the near fu-
ture the export figure will approximate
1,000,000 careases. That brings me to na
consideration of the need for making ade-
quate arrangements for handling this pro-
duet at the port of shipment. If the Gov-
ernment aims to export such a large number
of fat lambs, it will have to give attention
to providing facilities for slaughtering and
holding the animals in eold store at the ports.
The Minister for Lands is to be eongratu-
lated on the action he took this year to pro-
vide means for the adequate handling of the
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lambs exported. Early in the season it was
believed that there would be insufficient
facilities for killing and storing fat lambs,
However, the Mmister took commendable
aetion to overcome the difkienlty, and I
understand that killing is being carried on
smoothiy and that the position will be ade-
quately met this year.  Considering the
rapid development of the industry since ex-
port bezan, further provision will have to
be made for future years.

The butter industry needs fostering, be-
eause the equalisation scheme has given but-
ter a [aiv valne. There is one point that
has given me concern for some time, and I
have taken it up with the Minister—that
relating to the wheatgrower who makes
butter production one of his sidelines. As
a matter of fact, many wheatgrowers
alveady do so. Out of the 8,000 wheat-
growers in our State, T know of 300 or 400
who sapply eream to be manufactured into
butter; and T am satisfied that that number
constitutes only a portion of those who are
engaged in dairyving and are looking fo that
industry to help them through their crisis
this vear. There is one difficulty associated
with the supply of cream by the wheat-
grower for butter making, and 1 have taken
up the matter with the DJMinister. Mr.
Hamersley mentioned it. I refer to the need
for providing the highest grade of eream
possible. T realise that the activities of de-
partmental oflicers are limited by the means
at their disposal. Members have been told
of the wonderful importance of the South-
West hutter industry. I believe the depart-
ment has devoted much time and talent to
improving the quality of this prodnet, with
the result that <plendid progress is heing
made in that portion of the State. But a
number of farmers are wsing the prodnction
of batter as 'a sideline to their wheatzrow-
ing, and it is for these men that I am mai-
ing a strennons: attempt to secure a direet
and immediate henefit. Aeting upon adviz2
from the industry, the Federal Government
has decided to prevent the export of butter
of a quality less than 83 points at grading
of that of first-class hutter. This action has
heen taken beeause of the belief that hutter
of inferior euality exported to Great Bri-
tain must militate against the better-class
product, ~neh as choiee butter. The point T
wish to make is that most of the farmers
sending eream from the wheat areas des-
pateb it in -uch a condition that it will not
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orade 83 per vent. XNinety-three per cent.
is a high-grade export buiter, and the pro-
duet that grades at 83 per cent. is a zood
secondary product. The Federal anthorities
are cndvavouring to export butter wp to
world stundards, if possible, because they
want to ensure the sale of the Australian
product and maintain Australia®s good name
in England. I sapport that view. The de-
partmental officers are now saying they
must have that grade of butfer; and it is
up to the farmer and the manufacturer fo
seg that it is obtainable. I do not want to
try to advise the House as to the conditions
operating in the wheat areas in respect of
dairying.

Hon. H, V. Piesse: How far do you pro-
pose to direet, and how far to assist?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXE: The hon.
memher will see in a moment. I have
asked the department what is to be the
solution of the problem. The officers have
said thav inferior eream must be rejected,
bat T have inquired what is to be the posi-
tion of the farmer who has gone to con-
siderable trouble to secure a price thal
would compensate him for his labour.
After producing the article, the farmer
has to pay money in freicht, Is the grader
to appear on the scene then, and reject
the product if it does not attain the 83
per cent, standard? If so, what will that
mean to the farmer? Rither that the com-
modity has to he sent baek to the grower
or else that the ereamm must be turned into
a low-prade butter to come into competi-
tion with margarine.

Hon. L. Craig: It has a value as second-
grade cream.

Hon. J. M, MACFARLAXNE: Buat the
sale is restriected. Butter manufacturers
are worried as to what is going to hoppen
this year, and T am trying to find a remnedy.
I consuited the department, and followed
up my interview with a letter to the Minis-
ter asking him to appoint three or four
instruetors to visit the farmers by car duor-
ing the next three months with a view to
assisting them to improve the quality of
their produet by issuing to them necessary
instruetions.

Membeor: A very sood idea.

Hon. .J. M. MACFARLAXE: T think the
expenditure of €3N0 or €400 would return
tao the State hetween €3,000 and €4.000 a
vear.
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Hon. A. Thomson: Arve vou advocating
th attempt to improve the feeding?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The dairy
farmer of whom I am speaking is labour-
ing under difficulties not experienced in
the South-West. He has a poor railway
service. e believes that the factory ean
manufacture first-grade butter out of any
class of cream. .

Hon, H. V. Piesse: When the hot
weather comes the position will be worse
still.

Hon. L. Craig: It is impossible to pro-
duee first-class cream on & wheat farm in
sutmmer,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE: T do not
agree with that. 1 understand the difheul-
ties to be faced, and I want to try to
overcome them. I desire to interest mem-
hers representing those areas, with a view
to their eo-operating this year in giving
the wheat farmer some help in kis predica-
ment,

Hon. W. J. Mann: Do voun suggest that
he put in ensilage?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T took the
motter up with the superintendent of the
department, and he zave me the answer
I have indieated. I theu consulted the
Minister, and reecived a reply on exaetly
the same lines as that of the Superintend-
ent of Dairying. I expeet what happened
was that the superintendent made a recom-
mendation to the AMinister and that the
Minister sent it on to me, Appavently the
Minister was not seized with the import-
ance of the matter, That is why I am dis-
cussing it here. I receive eream from those
areas, and so am in a position to speak
with some authority on the matter. Of
course, mine is not the only firm obtaining
e¢ream from those sources, The area is
bounded on the north by Northampton and
Mullewa, eastward by Lake Brown and
Moorine Rock and Southern Cross, and on
the south by Lake Grace. Dairving has
been condueted in those eentres for a long
time, and some of the farmers have been
highly snceessful. I am sure that even
better results ean be secured by concerted
action. These people are endeavouring to
help themselves and the Government, and
should reeceive the support for which I am
asking.

Another industry that should be fos-
tered by the department is the produetion
of pigs. During the last year or two the
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export of pig meat has become fairly pro-
titable. The return is so good that pig rais-
ing should be undertaken by wheat
tarmers. A good sale of this produet is
probable in England during the next three
or four years.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Is that all?

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: As far na
can he seen at present.

Hon. G. B. Wood: The department is
sending inspectors avound the areas in ques-
tion.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXE: The Super-
intendent of Dairying is already touring the
country. I have read several of his ad-
dresses describing the value of the methods
to be adopted and pointing out that every
penuy per pound that pork realises, when
the pigs have been brought up on wheat,
represents an additional 6d. or 7d. per
bushel. It seems that the system is worth
while. Wheat farmers are now trying to
get a return from their work that wheat hy
itself will not give them.

I compliment the departmeni upon its
activities regarding poultry. The adviser
on poultry is doing excellent work, and has
done so for the last two or three vears.

Hon. A. Thomson: He is keenly inter-
ested o his job.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Yes. With
better organisation and the introduction of
improved breeds, the poultry industry
should do well. The export side of the
dustry should be further developed. The
pouliry expert has that in mind, and is
trying to devise means of overcoming the
difliculties that will oecur in the event of
war being declared. He has also been en-
deavouring to stimulate interest in turkeys.
For many years the local turkeys were
of good quality, and sufficient in number
lo  supply the demand. Lately, hov-
ever, through in-breeding or other condi-
tions, the industry has not developed here
as it has done in the other States. For
some [ime now turkevs have had to he im-
ported to meet the local demand. The poul-
try expert has been investigating the in-
dostry from various points of view, and

hopes to induce the growers to taka
up the breeding of turkeys. Some fire
stud turkeys have been bronght over

lately, and these should prove beneficial fo
the industry. T hope that at no distant date
the loeal demand will he supplied once more,
and that it may even be possible to fulfit
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orders from the Eastern States. I told many other faetors must be taken into ac-

members last year that orders for poultry
sometimes eame to Western Australia. T
have had inguiries for 23,000 head of poul-
try from one or two firms, and could have
supplied the orders if the price and the
quality of the local hirds bad been right. A
market therefore exists not only abroad, but
within Australia, for our poultry. When
@ wheat farmer supplies cream to the
factory he vreceives his cheque every
month, or at shorter intervals if desired.
This money helps to provide him with the
necessities of the home until he receives his
wheat or wool cheque. Another disadvan-
tage to which I wonld like to refer is the
equalisation charge. That is a disability.
The board impoeses an equalisation charge
during the flush of the vear. When the
flush is over, the charge is lifted, with the
result that the wheat farmer has to pay
his quota during the flush period, and, when
he is supplying no eream he can get no bene-
fit from the scheme. The money really goes
to the South-West, where the farmey is pro-
ducing eream all the year round.

Hon. L. Craig: The export takes place
during the finsh part of the year.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The dairy
people in the South-West gain the benefits
of the equalisation throughout the year.
There is a great difference between what the
wheat farmer gets for his ¢ream, and what
Mr. Mann quoted as the return received by
the more fortunate farmers in the South-
West. What is to happen to the cream
that is below grade 83 I do not know, seeing
that it wil! have to compete with margarine.

Hon. A, Thomson: What remedy would
vou suggest? .

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: The use
of margarine should be disconntenanaed by

Pariiament. The granting of a quota.of
200 cases a week was a mistake. Somefhing

should be done to prevent the development
of the margarine sales.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The steps to be taken
cannot he enforced.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Where
there is a will there is a way.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The way has not yet
heen found.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Vesied in-
terests constitute the greatest diffieulty. Not
only must farming conditions in the wheat
belt be improved—as a result of the in-
struetion that 1s given to the farmers—but

count. There is, for instance, the cartage
of the eream to the railway station.

Hon. A, Thomson: ‘Transport is a very
important matter.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE: One mem-
ber said that a man had to travel 40 miles
to reach a railway station. I know of in-
stances where people have te transport their
eream 20 miles. Tn effect, they are endean-
vouring to achieve the impossible; but I do
not say that to their disparagement. Some-
thing more shouid he done for these people
than has been done. Provision must also be
made to protect the cream on the railway
station until it is put on the train. A speed- °
ing-up of delivery should he brought about,
and more care should be taken in the trans-
port of the ercam by rail

Hon. V. Hamersley: Especially at junec-
tions where the cream is put out of the
van into the sun and left there.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Cream is
usually earried in the gnard’s van, which
contains all kinds of miscellaneous goods.
The eream must be seriously affecied by
contact with that assortment of merchan-
dise. I could say a good deal that I would
not like to see in print, but I do suggest
that members should take concerted action
to impress upon the Minister the seriousness
of the position and endeavour to induce him
to give some relief. Just now the season is
a gocd one, and farmers are getting better
resnlts than usual from their pastures.

Hon. J. Cornell: I know of one man who
carts his eream 40 miles,

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Hon. mem-
bers wonld say he was a fool, but it will be
agreed that he was a trier.

Hon. J. Cornell: He is a fool fo do it
now.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Only a
trier would do that. He deserves all pos-
sible help and support.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Honorary Minister
knows all about that case.

Hon_ .J. M. MACFARLANE: If members
would like to hecome personally acquainted
with a butter factory, I would be pleased
to place my staff at their disposal, so that
they may better understand what I am tell-
ing them now.

The Speech tells us the Government has
been partienlarly active with respeet to see-
ondary industries, and expeets to be more
so0. It is difficult to believe that it 1s really
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sincere in its protestations. Mr. Baxter
dealt with the ease from hizs point of view,
and ecalled forth some severe criticism from
the Minister for Labour. Mr. Bolton spoke
with some heat, and from his remarks I
gather that his industry is feeling the pinch.
Mr. Craig gave his point of view. His
endeavour evidently was to impress upon
the Government the risk in adopting
such methods to holster up secondary indus-
tries. He pointed ont that the cost of liv-
ing must be materially affected by each in-
dustry that was so handled. Those three
specehes alone will give the Minster and
the gentlemen on the committees he
appointed food for thought. How do they
intend to harmonise existing conditions and
give relief to secondary industries, and at
the same time carry out the desires of the
Government? The Minister will have to
review industrial costs, and bring them into
line with those in the Eastern States. In-
dustries cannot be expected to develop when
handicapped to such an extent in compari-
son with similar enterprises elsewhere in
Australia. The Minister declares he intends
to wipe out a pood deal of the Eastern
States competition. The important factors
to be considered first are industrial costs
and peace in industry. Unless both are har-
monised, there will be no chance of building
up secondary industries in the way indi-
cated. I wonder, therefore, whether the
Government really is in earncst. If we take
hours of labour, wages and conditions
gencrally, we find that the handicap
imposed upon loeal people is altogether
foo great to achieve this. We must
endeavour to reduce the difference hetween
conditions appertaining to the production of
the locally-made article and conditions apply-
ing to that imported from the Eastern States.
The Minister for Industrial Development
took Mr, Baxter to task for eritieising him
regarding his comments on the trouble af
Mills & Ware's factory, and indicated that
he was hard at work {o bring about peace
in the trouble that has been in existence at
Fremantle for some six weeks. Members, I
think, will agree that the results achieved by
the Minister in the direetion of solving the
difficulty are a poor showing.

Membher: He said he was working silently.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Surely the
influence of the Minister and that of his col-

leagues should be strong enough, if they
were in earnest, to preserve peace in indus-
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try. They should make it clear to the strikers
that they must return to work and abide
by the award that was in existence,
and that then assistanee would be given them
to secure an early hearing of their case by
tha court. That would be the most logical
step to take. But no, as the Minister told
us, he was working silently with those
people. Six weeks, however, have already
paseed and the employees are still walking
ahout the streets. In the meantime imported
biseuits and cakes are getting a foothold
again in the State, and are taking the place
of articles that were of first-elass quality
and really worth purchasing. An ineident
such as this must prove a serions setback
to any negotiations that may be taking place
with any firm or person who may be con-
templating the cstablishment of manufae-
tories in Western Australia. In his reply to
some of AMr. Baxter's eriticism, Mr. Trainer
made remarks that must have had a disquiet-
ing effect on those people with whom the
Minister negotiated. Mr. Trainer stated that
we had a splendid Arbitration Aet and
Workers' Compensation Aet, and while ad-
mitting that our eosts were higher than those
in the Fast, he said that good as they were,
even better were wanted, espeecially regard-
ing the length of the working werk. Surely
anything of the kind will mean a [urlher
handieap to the development of secondary
industries in the State. On this subjeet, too,
I noticed in last Thursday’s paper a tele-
gram from Melbourne wherein Mr. Crofts,
a Labour representative, speaking on the
High Court’s ruling or to the minutes of an
award on the subject of a 44-honr week, said
it was Labour's objective to have n 40-hour
week, and then to continue the fight until
a 30-hour week was obfained. Is that king
of thing an encouragement f{o the estab-
lishment of secondary industries here?
For those who are in business to-day, and
those who contemplate going inte business,
such statements must have a disturbing
effcet on any attempt to climinate the ad-
verse interstate trade balance, How is it
possible to give Eastern States manufac-
turers any promise of encouragement? If
encouragement is to be given, why not ex-
tend it to the manufacturer already estab-
lished here, the man who may not have
modern equipment? Why not assist him
to get it? This should be done, as well as to
assist in the direction of equalising costs.
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IY Western .\ustralia had to contend
with Australian conditions only, it might
he possible for industries to suceeed. But
in spite of the heavy duties and protection
afforded in many ways, foreign goods are
in onr stores and warehouses, and are dis-
played at prices that eelipse anything we
can possibly do. I will quote an extraef
from the *Daily News'’ of the 13th July
last, which will indicate to members just
what our engineering and hardware firms
are up against—

Reason why Nazi abuse continually show-
ereit on the British Foreign Publicity De-
partment designed to connter Axis propa-
ganda has a hysterieal note is more ecasily
understood in the light of the following com-
parison,

Revent 2s. wage inercase won by 1,000,000
men in Britain's engineering industry brings
the average weekly pay to more than twive
that exarned by similar workers in Germany.

Compared figures of minimum earnings of
skilled metal-workers ave: Britain—£4 Js. (48
hours) and £4 18s. (56 hours); Germany—
£1 18s. 4d. (48} and £2 10s. 4d. (56).

I ask
wages

members te note particularly the
and the hours referred to in that
newspaper extraet. So it will be seen that
we in Western Australin are severely
handicapped in our attempt to compete
with those countries. From the Labour
point af view, the liovernment must con-
sider the position if it wishes to bring
about an inerease in the number of second-
ary industries. T am finding it diffienlt
to understand why the (Government should
send the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment to the Eastern States to induce firms
to establish themselves in Western Aus-
tralia, when already our own people oper-
ating here eould be better induced to mod-
ernise their plants and seek secientific aid
in the production of eommodities. If the
Minister could overcome their fears indus-
trially and give them aid in preducing
those articles, which form the bulk of the
adverse trade millions, something really
would be achieved, It appears to me, and
I expect to many others who know some-
thing of the loeal manufacturing position,
and the competition created by State trad-
ing concerns, that the Government realises
that it has sucked the industrial life-blood
to the full from ocur own people, and now
requires new firms from the Fastern States
for the same purpose. Many cases can be
cited of the (Government’s indifference to
the needs of our local firms and manufae-
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turers, and I consider fthe timber mer-
chants have been hit the hardest by the
Government's support of the State Saw-
mills* unfair competition,

I way now be permitted to pass on to
one or two matters that concern the pro.
vince I represent, the tirst being the South
TPerth ferry and the long delay in the work
of cowpleling and altering the plans ot
the vessel from a double-ender to a single-
ender. I am disappointed at the reason
given for the delay, which is that it 1«
due to the cost that would be involved if
the plan were carried out. From time to
time there have been public meetings and
deputations on this «uestion, and in spite
of the promises mnde nothing whatever
Las been done. The Government seems to
torget that many people are to be catered
for, and it is a mistake to attempt to do
anything bot accede to the full reqguests
that have been made. On the subjeet of
the Perth trams, about two vears ago, as n
result of a publie complaint, the tramway
management provided three steps on u
number of the ears. In that way the task
of hearding and alighting from the trams,
especially in respect of elderly people and
women with children, was simplified. The
departinent, however, appears to have dis-
eontinued the work of providing the addi-
tional steps, and T should like to know the
reason why. It is pitiful to obscrve the
dificulty a percentoge of the pnssengers
experience in boarding the trams beeause
of the high steps. 1 should like the Minis-
ter to tell me when he replies why this use-
ful work that was started by the tramways
has heen diseontinued. With regard to the
Milk Board regulations, T shall have some-
thing {o say about them at the next si:.
ting, and T will conclude by thonking mem-
bers for the patient hearinz they have
given me.

HON, H. TUCEKEY (South-West)
[8.137: We have entered on the work of
another Parliament and w2 are no further
advanced in respeet of our problems. T
admit that there ave difficulties facing the
Government in the way of dealing with a
number of questions, but any action to deal
with those matters should receive suppori
from every section of Parliament. Ths
Lezislative programme includes several
major guestions that have already been dis-
cusseil in this House, and some that are
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likely to be intreduced this session will be
{found to be similar to those that were sub-
mitted last year. I was pleased to receive
the Minister’'s explanation on the subject
of the disease of contagious abortion in cows,
rezarding which I asked o gquestion a little
while back. 3y object in seeking informa-
tion was to prevent the spread of a disease
which is serions and a menaee to the dairy-
ing and stock raising indwstry in the
South-West. I would be in favour of mak-
ing it an offence to market any eows earry-
ing this disease, unless for butchering pur.
poses; furthermore, the stock should be
branded before being sold. It is all very
well for some people to treat this matter
lightly, but I consider that when a farmer
has stoek that is affected with this disease,
the stock, I repeat, should be marketed onl«
for butchering purposes. It should not he
permitted to be sold hecause of the danger
of infeeting clean herds. Tt is not my inten-
tion to say more on this subject because
of the explanation made by the Minister
after he answered the guestion. I sheuld,
however, like to read to the House a copy
of a signed statement by a settler eoncern-
ing this matter, The statement reads—
These stock (4) were purchased by me
about October, 1938, from Group 31 depot,
having been recommended to me by the local
bank inspector (Mr. Hawkes) and desecribed
as ecoming from Sabina Vale. TIn January,
1939, one of these aborted an (about) 3
months embryo ealf, the firet abortion to

oceur on the farm, which has been cecupied
by us for 13 vears,

Sinee then another seven of my own stoek
have ahorted and T am wondering where it
will end. Tt will certainly eause me much
logs during the coming season—E. Clayton.

That will indieate, to some extent, the seri-
ousness of the dizease. I was speaking to
a prominent resident of the Bunbury dis-
triet, who said he had 80 cows on his farm
and that at least 40 were infected. He had
intended to fatten them for sale to the
butcher, but I understand the veterinary
officer suggested he should persevere in his
efforts to stamp out the disease. He is there-
fore keeping the cows on his farm: but it
is more than likely that the disease will
sprend through his herd of 80 cows. He
certainly would have disposed of the ecows
but for the fact that he was able to milk
them, although they had lost their calves.
The position is very serious, as I can say
from my own experience. I buy caftle ocea-
sionally, hut take care mnot to buy cows,
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25 1 do not want the disease on my
farm. T hope sooner or later legislation
will be passed to deal more effectively with
this disease.

I congratulate the Government on Te-
building Caves House. An up-to-date
hutldine has been erected, which is a eredit
to the designers and the builders. Much
eriticism was indulged in Lecause of the de-
lay n stavting this work. but if it was only
to enable the erection of a first-class hotel,
then the long delay was justified. There is
now sufficient accommodation at Yallingup

to meet peguirements for some time to
come. Already the hotel is Dbeing  well
patronized. No doubt a fairly large sum

bas heon expended on the various eaves, but
the facilities will he considerably improved
when eleetric Jight is installed in the Mam-
moth Cave. This is a very large cave, with-
out any light whatever. I understand an
engine is available, and that it is only a
matter of the cost of the installation. When
the voad system can he extended along the
aoast hetween Busselton and Flinders Bar.
the eaves and other adjaeent places will be
a far greater attraction to tourists. T am
sure the meney spent on Yallingup will vield
an escellent return.

It i= to be hoped that the Traffie Aet will
be suitabiy amended this session. Car
owners should not he debarred from claim-
ing in=urance in ihe case of an accident oe-
curring hefore a driver has renmewed his
license. Again, the present law says, in
effect. that the driver of a motor ear on the
right at an intersection can do no wrong: I
certainly disagree with that contention. Theu
there is the problem of excessive speeding,
which undoubtedly iz the cause of most ae-
cidents. T have on a previous occasion sug-
gested the control of speed hy affixing gov-
crnors to motor ears. Surely, if the speed
limit is fixed at, say, 40 miles an hour, it
would not be unreasonable to compel gov-
ernors to be fixed to cars so that their speed
could not oxceed 50 miles an hour. thus
leaving a margin of ten miles per hour for
safety. If the facts were known, it would
he disclosed that most aecidents ocenr when
cars are travelling at a rate congiderably
over 30 miles an hour. A road patrol, in
my ovinion. would he foo costly. T think
that if a definite cheek were put on the
speed of cars and compnlsory third party
insurance introduced, great henefit wonld
acerue to the publie generally, Our hos-
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pitals wonld certainly be relieved of much
trouble and loss.

The Road Districts Act also requires sev-
eral amendments. At present a person not
eligible to take a seat on a road board may
nominate for a vacancy and cause 2 board
to hold an election at considerable expense
to the ratepayers. Neither the returning
officer nor the Minister has power under
the Act to reject a nomination.

Hon. A. Thomson: The same thing ap-
plies to State elections.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: That is so. Two such
cases have occurred recently; and, although
representations were made, the Government
was powerless fo take action. Such law is
sheer nonsense.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Is not some
penalty provided if such a man takes his
seat?

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Yes. The peculiar
thing is that, although a ecandidate may be
elected, yet if he takes his seat he is liable
to a penalty. Iowever, he is not so foolish
as to take his seat. That, however, does
not overcome the fact that the hoard is puot
to unnecessary expense in holding the clec-
tion, and also a subsequent election. In
one of the cases I mentioned, the candidate,
althongh he was told he could not take his
seat, had no option but to contest the colec-
tion, because the Act provides that if the
nomination is not withdrawn within 48
hours of the closing of nominations, then thz
election must proeceed. Althongh the ecan-
didate may be willing to withdraw his
nomination, he cannot do so, beeanse under
the Act his nomination must stand. To my
mind, that is a foolish law and shonld be
altered at the first possible opportunity,

Hon. J. Cornell: It is guestionable
whether a man whose name is not on the
roll ean nominate.

Hon, H. TUCKEY: It does not matter
whether he is on the roll or not, he may
nominate. In this ecase the man’s name was
not on the roll

Hon. J. Cornell: He must have the neces-
sary qualifieations.

Hon. H. TUCCEREY: He had no qualifica-
tions.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is another matter.

Hon, H. TUCKEY: Any person may
nominate for a seat on a board, whether
he is qualified or not.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Any ratepayer may
nominate.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Any person has the
right to nominate.

Hon. J. Cornell: If his name is on the
clectoral roll, then he may do so.

Hon. H. TGCKEY: It is strange that
such cases should be permilted to occur
vear after year. The position has been
koown for some considerable time. Other
desirable amendments have been brought
under the notice of the Government by the
Road Boards Association, but I shall deal
with those matters later in the session, when
I hope an amending Bill wiil be before the
House.

Although no wheat is grown in my Pro-
vinee, I fully appreciate the plight of wheat
farmers, owing to the state of the market,
and I shall support any reasonable scheme
that will assist the industry. I ventore
the opinion, however, that any action-—
whether State or Federal—will only be of
a temporary nature; because, afler all, the
problem is a world-wide one, and will have
to be adjusted on that hasis, Tn the mean-
time, however, assistance is urgently needed;
and I trust the Federai and State Govern-
ments wil] soon be able to agrece upon some
plan that will afford that much needed, urg-
ent help. If a policy of extreme nationalism
by the Commonweaith is to be continued in-
definitely, the position of the primary pro-
ducer may be beyond remedy. We are now
told that the importation of tin plates for
manufacturing purposes is to be stopped. T
nunderstand a certain eompany is prepared
to manufacture tin plates in Australia
nnder what one tmay term “hot-house™ con-
ditions. I can remember when I.C. colde
tin plates were landed at Fremantle for
€12 10s. a ton. To-day the loeal price is
over £30 a ton and the proposal is fo in-
crease that price considerably. 1 cannot
see how this is going to assist the seeond-
ary industries of Australia. I admit cer-
tain industries must be protected; but
surely, for cconomic and international
reasons, there must be a limit to tariffs in
a primary produecing country like Aus-
tralia. Every effort should be made by the
Commonwealth to adjust its trade positinn
with that of other eountries. The more we
prohibit imports, the more such a course
will refleet to the disadvantege of primary
production. While dealing with this matter,
I am pleased to note the Government has
appointed o eouneil to deal wifh secondery
industries and has nominated my colleague,
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Mzr. Craig, as a member. I feel sure he will
kecp an eye on the interests of the primary
producers, while attending to the inferests
of other industries as well.

Hon. A. Thomson: I was wondering why
e was selected.

Hon. H. TUCEEY: I am indeed of the
opinion that we must trade with other coun-
tries. As I just said, while we must pro-
tect certain indusfries, we must admit cer-
tain commodities in order to induce other
countries to buy our goods.

In regard to the Constitution, I under-
stand Mr, Parker suggested cutting down
country representation. I do not consider
three members too many for the South-
West Provinee. Personally, T have for the
past three years averaged 20,000 miles
in my own car. This will indieate to some
extent the area aand travelling in connec-
tion with the work I have to do. All the
country Provinces are large and should
have adequate representation.

Hon. J. Cornell: In my Province I re-
quire an acroplane.

Hon. H, TUCKEY: I do not favour Mr.
Parker’s suggestion to reduce the number
of country representatives; but, as he did
not approve of a greater number of mem-
bers in this House, and if he wants addi-
tional representatives for the metropolitan
avea, then the number of country members
must be reduced. F¥or my part, 1 consider
ithat to ent down country reprezeniation
would be fatal. My Province is very large
and the calls on me are so many that I am
kept extremely busy.

Hon. J. Cornell: To say nothing of the
quality of the members.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane:
Chamber altogether!

Hon. H. TUCKEY: It is a big question,
and if any further diseussion takes place
on it, I hope it will be dealt with on a dif-
ferent basis, and that the districts will
be so arranged as not to reduee represen-
tation.

Member: The couniry certainly wants a
higher vote than does the city.

Hon, H. TCCKEY: I do not think mem-
bers should count altogether. It would be
far easier to represent the whole of the
wetropolifan area than to represent the
South-West Provinge. I strongly support
the remarks of previous speakers in re-
gard to harbour faeilities for the Soulh-
West. Much money has been spent at Bun-
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bury, and the people there are anxious that
this work should be eompleted, Many
promises have been made by the Govern-
ment, and its silence and inaction are dis-
appointing. Production is increasing day
by day, so there would be no risk at all in
providing adequate shipping Tacilities,
Busselton and Flinders Bay should also e
considered. There are great pessibilities
right through those districts. Immense
progress has been made there. I am told
that more than half the abandoned farms
in the Sussex district have already been
sold, partly by Goldsbrough, Mort & Co.,
Litd., privately. Practieal farmers are buy-
ing these holdings, and the agents are hav-
ing a busy time. That, in my opinion,
proves the value of the land beyond ques-
tion.

I hope the Government will put in hand
the construction of the Stirling dam. It
is unnecessary to guote figures relating to
the Harvey district; that has been done
many times, and the Government already
has all the necessary information, I do
not know of a more urgent or reproductive
work that could e put in hand. I know
that at times the Government finds it diffi-
cult to provide sufficient reproductive work
for men on velief; and te me it seems
strange that this work is not started, be-
eause it would not only be mnseful to the
distriet of Harvey, but of benefit to the
Stale generally, .

Improved water supplies at Waroona
are partly responsible for mwueh progress
in that centre. Nestle’s Milk Co. has been
able to increase its output considerably.
The company expects to treat this year up
to 3,300 gallons of miik daily, and, subject
to market arrangewenis, an aitempt to
double this output is to be made very
shortly. At present, 60 per cent. of the
condensed milk manufactured in Western
Awnstralia is  exported, approximately
10,000 cases a month, The Warcona fae-
tory is one of three remaining in the Com-
monwealth, a large number having been
closed down by the company. The State
is fortunate indeed in securing such an in-
dustry, and its achievement demonstrates
the value of irrigation areas and justifies
the expendifure of the Government in that
distriet.

Hon. A. Thomsen: Is the company tak-
ing off the market 5,000 gallons of milk
per day?
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Hon. H. TUCKEY : The guantity I men-
tiwned was 3,500 gallons, The company is
nut takine that quantity at prezent but
will do 20 next month.

tion, C, B. Williams: One delivery a
day or two!

Hon. 1l. TCCKEY: One, extending over
the whole day, We arve fortunate in hav-
ing o factory in this State beeause in
Queensiand the eompany closed down four
factories, The quzlity of our milk is 100
per cent. I understand that if there is
uny ditferenee at all, we are producing the
best milk in the Commonwealth, That,
Lo doubt, accounts to some extent for the
export trade. I have it on good authority
that the output will be doubled in the near
future and I am pleased to be able to say
that there 35 no question of the quantity
of milk being available, As soon as
arrangements are made for the extra quan-
tity to be taken, the milk ean be supplied.
I should like to direct the Government’s
attention to the lack of schoo! accommoda-
tion ot Waroona, The town has grown so
rapidiy that the present facilities are in-
adequate. I hope the Government will take
steps to provide hetter Facilities.

Legislation should be introduced in all
the States to make impossible the sale of
margarine as butter. T understand that
the preseribing of a distinctive colour for
margarine is all that is necessary, and 1
am informied by an expert that the eost
of colouring would be nil,

Hon, . 1. Williams: Make it green.

Houn. J. Cornell: Marsarine goes green
now it it ix kept lomg enough.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Surely owr valuable
dairving indnstry is entitled to protection
tfrom surh untair competition.

Hon. C. B. William=: Do not foree up
the price of butter too high, as wax once
done with wool.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: This is a very jm-
poriant matter to the whole of Australia.
In cach State the dairvine industry is a
large one, and I am surprised that the autho-
rities have not introduced legislation to pro-
vide for the colouring of margarine and so
proteet the butter industry.

THon. J. M. Maefarlane interjected.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: This i< as much the
concern of the Commenwealth as of the
States, perhaps more so. Lot me direet atf-
tention to the need for a reelassificntion of
covtain poison aveas in the Upper Black-

{COUNCIL.]

wood district, There is a =mall area of eoun-
try that might be deseribed as 90 per cent.
poison. It was sclected before the invasion of
the rabbits, and the people are finding great
difliculty in eradicating the poison and at
the same time coping with the rabbit pest.
Every acre of land cleared has to he unetted
against rabbits, and the poison is so thick
that it has to be ploughed ont. It some
of the farmers were given vonsideration in
the matter of land rvents, it might be the
means of keeping them on their holdings.
I hope that an investigation will be made
with a view to affording them relief.

Some members arve advoeating the e<tab-
lishment of a Jewish settlement in the Kim-
berleys. So far I have not been convinced
that the proposal is a sound one. A com-
prehensive seheme should be framed, includ-
mg provision for marketing, before the pro-
ject 158 seriously considered. It would he
unwise to admit thousands of Jews to the
North if those people eventvally had to come
to Perth where we already have several
thousand men on relief work. Parliament
should be given an opportunity fo diseuss
the scheme before it is decided upon.

Unemployment is probably one of our
ereafest problems, and on this question there
is no room for party polities. I fecl sure
that every member will support the Govern-
ment in a policy to assist in getling some of
the men off relicf work. There must he quite
a large number of men capable of doing
more than they are deing to-day, provided
they were given some help and eopportunity.
Much has been said about single men and
their rate of pay, but T shounld like to men-
tion two important points—Hrstly the diffi-
cult financial position, and sccondly the
seaveity of reproductive work. This sear-
city is also a great problem in the ofher
States. .\ Minister of the Vietorian Govern-
ment told me recently that one of his zreat-
est diffienlties was to find reproductive em-
plevment for relief workers. T am not try-
ing to excnse our Government, but we must
face the problem. If we admit the facts,
we cannat but agree that the Government
has tried to keep the men in employment in
=pite of difficult cirenmstances.  There are
zencraliy two sides to every question. Some
of us who travel ahout the conriry and see
the relief workers have to admit the diffi-
culty of the problem of handling -everal
thonsand unemployed. Amonmst them are
all elasses of men, some who will give a fair
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denl and others whoe never try to do so.
Summed up, I believe the Government has
made an carnest effort to treat the men
fairly.

The single men, I understand, are getting
only two days’ work a week. enabling them
to earn about 30s. Pensioners get less than
that: they reeeive only £1 a week, on which
they have to live. Although we have n larec
number of single men complaining of get-
ting only 30s, a week. the faet remains that
there is an absenee of labour for private en-
terprise in country distriets. It scems
strange that in a ecountrv sopposed to he
more than 90 per eent. primary produecing,
we ecannot get men who are prepared to
work on the land. A dairy farmer in the
South-West had fo wait 11 months before
he could obtain the services of a man to
take charge of his dairy at 10s. a day and
keep. We have men complaining of receiv-
ing only two days’ work a week and of other
disabilitics, hut they are not prepared to
undertake rural work, which is a great dis-
advantage to employers requiring labour and
unnble to find it. Two prominent farmers

in  the Donnybrook distriet tried for
threc months to get men. They, too,
offered 10s. per day and keep. Although

in that distriet there were 20 or 30 men on
relief work, those farmers could not obfain
the labeur thev required. They had to go
without lahour while the Government was
finding work for men.

I have been informed that the Fruit-
growers’ Association at Bridgetown had to
bring 19 men from Vietoria last vear to
pack apples. It seemed rather a tall state-
ment that we in Western Australia with all
our uyemplayment had to bring 19 men from
Victorin to paek apples at Brideetown.
Consequently T made inquiries: the state-
ment was confirmed, and T have reason to
helieve it is correct. Wo shounid not have to
import one man for work of that kind.
Surely we have the numbers here and
amongst them men of the neeessary ability
to do that elass of work! Tt is difficult to
understand why so many men should be out
of work. XNohody can szay that our indus-
tries are stagnant, The timber industry has
been booming: the goldmining industry has
been. going ahead, and although wheat prices
are low, we are still produecing a large quan-
tity of grain, and just as much labour is re-
quired to produce wheat at 1s. a bushel as at
10s, a bushel. There seems to be a desire
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on the part of many people to depend more
or less on the Government. Sueh a poliey
must come to an end sooner or later.

I feel rather alarmed at the greai loss in-
curred by the railways last year. Only a
few years ago we appointed a Transport
Board for the express purpose of protecting
the railways. The people of the metropoli-
tan area are exempt from the provisions of
the Aet; that is to =ay, the people living
ontside the metropolitan avea have to bear
all the inereased charges and submit to the
inconvenienee ocensioned by the passing ol
the .\et. There is something wrong when,
in spite of the work of the Transport Board,
the ¥uilways show a loss of about £3(0,000
in one year. I have been wondering whether
this s duc to the railways being over-
manned, thongh I have no information on
the point, It the Railway Department has
been used to absorb labour irrespeetive of
the loss incurred, the poliey is a wrong one.

Hon. J. Cornell: As a wmatter of faet,
where the Transport Board is operating, it
is saving the railways from losing further
money.

Hon. 3. TUCCKEY : If the peaple throngh-
out the State were supporting the railways,
1T would not feel so coneerned, but the
people of the country distriets ave heing
made to pay dearly for freight and to do
witheut many conveniences in order to sup-
port the railways. This matter should be
investignted, because the loss ineurred by
fhe railways is serious. If such a loss con-
tinnes, it will be a bad day for the State and
partienlarly for these people who have to
submit to incounvenience. I express my
appreciation  of the co-operation of the
Poblic Works Department engineers with
the loeal authorities in fhe Sonih-West Pro-
vinee, and also of the ready adviee given
by the officers of the Department of Agri-
eunlture. The assistance given by those
olficers to the farmers of the South-\West ix
considerable, and i= appreciated, and T hope
the cood feeling that exists will continue.

On motion by Hon. \A. Thomson, debate
adjonrned. -

Honse adjonrned at 841 pan,



