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scheme can be carried out in Sweden and
the United States we can do the same here.

Mr. -North: Congress is doing it already.

Mr. TONKIN: it is also necessary to dis-
seininate proper dietary habits amongst the
people. I am reminded that Roosevelt said,
"All the lectures on nutrition will avail no-
thing unless there is food for the child to
eat." That is true. We know that many
families, while spending sufficient on their
food, are ill-nourished, because the money
is not spent on the right article. That has
been proved over and over again. Here is a
fi.o!d in which we canl spread knowledge of
the best wvay to spend the money that is
availible. In Great Britain the authorities
have launched a scheme called "Milk in In-
dnstrv.' The latest figures I have show that
in 7,000 factories, covering- 2 , million work-

c,,milk is distributed regularly, and the
consumption of that commodity in Great
Britain hals douhled. The scheme has had
no adverse effect on retailers who depend
upon their sale- for a livelihood. All that
it has done is to double the consumption
and provide an additional market for milk.
During my researches I came upon a very
interesting fact, although the ease may be
an isolated one. The principle could well
be extended to other places. I discovered
that at Oslo, the capital of Norway-it was
once known as Christiana-the authorities,
wvith the consent of the parents, give children
a frec breakfast. The meal consists of
one-third of a litre of milk-a litre is equal
to a pint and three-quarters-butter, whole-
meal bread, cheese, half anl orange, half an
apple, or a raw carrot. It seems that the
diet has been worked out to contain the
right proportions of vitamins and carbo-
hydrates. From September to March to the
meal is added a ration of cod-liver oil.
So that the Norwegian people are to be con-
gratulated on the step they have taken to
ensure that at least the children who attend
their schools shall get one decent meal a day.
They are doingr what they can to assist
handicapped children.

I think I have detained the House suf-
ficiently, but I hope that I have been able
to offer a suggestion or two which may pos-
sibl 'y be acted upon. Perhaps that is taking
an opatimistic view of things, but if only a
portion of a suggestion finds some prac-
tical outlet my time will have been well
spent. I believe it is possible to do much
umore than is already being done, and I

1141I

Say to those who represent the farming dis-
tricf ts that if as the result of a changedl
method we can improve the standard of liv-
ing of the working people and get the right
outlook, then of a certainty shall we im-
prove the standard of living of those en-
gaged in the primary industries. As I said
at the outset, for mae there is no difference
between a worker in the mines, a worker on
the wharf, and a worker on the farm, even
though for the time the last-named happens
to be the nominal proprietor.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: There is a difference
in the work.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, possibly in favour
of the farmier; but despite that, whether
there is difference in the work or not, they
are all workers at the present time on the
very lowest stratum, and our job is to lift
them up so that during their sojourn on
this earth they shall at least enjoy the
maximum standard of living that science
enables us to provide.

On motion by Mr. Hughes, debate ad-
journed.

Haase adjourned at 9.53 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.ii., and read prayers.

QUESTION-BULK HANDLING or
WHEAT.

Faciuiti" for 3,500 Farnis Scheme.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief See-
retar v: Can either the Government or Co-
operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., lawfully
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erect bulk handling facilities in the pro-
posed 3,500 farms scheme areas? 2, If so,
anid failing the erection of such facilities by
Co-operative Bulk Handling, Ltd., will the
Government provide such facilities?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, No. The request for the erection of
hulk handling facilities in the proposed
3,500 farms scheme has biven very carefully
considered. On account of various uncer-
tainties it has been decided that for the time
no steps should be taken to grant the re-
quest.

QUESTIONS (2)-HEATHUOTE

MENTAL HOME.

Cost of Royal Commission.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What was the total cost of the
Royal Commission on the Heatheote Mental
Reception Home? 2, What payments were
made to--(a) the Royal Commissioner; (b)
counsel employed by the Government to
assist the Royal Commissioner; (c) to other
individuals, giving the particulars in detail?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
£838 10s. 2, (a) £150. (b) £648. (c) Sec-
retary, £10 10s.; typist, £a Ss. 8d.; advertis-
ing, £1 9s. 10d.; stationery, £C5 9s. Id.; sun-
dries, ear hire, etc., £13 12s. 5(1.; total,
£E40 10s.

Retirement of Matron Shaiveross.
Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sec-

retary: 1, Was any amount paid to Matron
Shaweross on retirement as a compassionate
allowance or otherwise? 2, If so, how much
was paid?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
The matron was paid the proportion of long
service and annual leave dlue to her at the
date of her retirement. 2, £107 17s. 10d.

MOTION-METROPOLITAN MILK ACT.

To Disallow Regulations.
Debate resumed from the 23rd August on

the following motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter
(East) :

That Regulations 102, 103, 104, and 105,
and new Sixth Schedule made under the
Metropolitan Milk Act, 1932-1936, as pub-
lished in the ''Government Glazette"' on the
9th June, 1939, and laid on the Table of the
House on the 8th August, 1939, be and are
hereby disallowed.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. It. Gray-West) [4.35]: This is not the
first time that others have had to go to the
rescue of the producers to protect them
from the actions of their own representa-
tives. On this occasion the duty falls to
my lot. If the debvate on this motion has
not been productive of any very cogent
argument for the disallowance of the new
regulations under the 'Metropolitan Mfilk
Act, it least it ha, not been without novel
features. For example, the solicitude for
the metropolitan consumer displayed by 'Mr.
Baxter wvas quite unprecedented. Certainly
his stand on those regulations was in marked
contrast to the attitude he adopted on other
mantters in the immediate past. I still re-
tain a vivid recollection of the hon. mem-
Iber's attack last session on certain regula-
tions designed to prevent diseased meat
being placed on the metropolitan market.
It is gratifying to find that during the re-
cess his views have undergone some modifi-
cation, andi that he is now at some pains to
emphasise that one of his cares is for "the
health of the community and particularly
the health of the children." He is not alone
in his anxiety for the health of the children.
The disallowance or retention of these regu-
lations has not the slightest hearing upon
the health of the children. On the other
haud, the retention of the regulations is
essential so that the board that has carried
out such effective work in the past may con.
tine to work along lines calculated to in-
stitute improved methods and still further
care not only for the health of the children
hut for that of the community as a whole.
Furthermore, the regulations a re essential to
enable the hoard to go further afield to as-
sure the greater purification of our milk
supply.

The point must be stressed that the bon.
member's fears that the regulations wvill
have a detrimental effect on the quality of
the milk supplied in the metropolitan area
are wholly unfounded. Originally the regu-
lations were gazetted on the 9th June and
enforced as from the 1st July-not from tho
1st August, as Mr. Baxter told the House.
Provision was made for the delivery of milk
to consumers and holders of milk-shop and
milk-store licenses within the city blocks of
Perth and Fremantle between the hours of
1 am. and noon on any day, and to con-
sumers and holders of milk-shop and milk-
store licenses outside the city blocks of
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Perth and Fremantle between the hours of
1 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. The amendments to
the regulations, which appeared in the
"Government Gazette" of the 11th August,
enabled the Board, at any time and from
time to time, to supply to any licensed milk
vendor a permit authorising him to distri-
bute muilk to consumers or to the holders
of milk-shop linil milk-store licenses, at
times other than those mentioned ia the
original regulations. The effect is that hos-
pitals, or children who require milk at spe-
cified times or those that requir -e to be sup-
plied with milk from one cow, will be able,
with the permission of the board, to secure
supplies at any time of the day. Thus, both
the argiuneuts advanced in the Press and by
Mr. Baxter in this Chamber have no foun-
dation in fact.

Hron. WV. J. Manni: More government by
the hoard.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member supported the legislation when it
was before this House. The Act has been
of great benefit, not only to the primary-
producers but to the public of Western
Australia.

Ron. C. IF. Baxter: Who introduced the
measure ?

The HONORARY MXINI1STER:1 The lion.
member did.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: And I am proud of

The HONORARY M3INISTER: Then
-why is the hon. member trying to slay it?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The regulations have
nothing to do with the Act at all.

The HONORARY MINISTER: If the
hon. member succeeds in inducing this
House to pass a vote of censure on the
regulations, he will aim a vital blow at the
existence of the legislation, and that is the
point of view hon. mnenmbers must take into
consideration.

Hon. C. F. Baster: That is a Govern-
ment threat.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: It is
also provided in the amenided regulations
that the permit may be cancelled at any
time without any reason being stated.
The -regulations were gazetted at the re-
quest of the Metropolitan Retail Dairy
Men's Union of Employers and the Trans-
port Workers' Union. They have been
approved by the Milk Producers' and
Produce-Retailers' Association. The state-

mnt has been made during the debate that
for the last 12 years there has been no
afternoon delivery in the Fremantle dis-
trict. In view of the fact that the district
is represented by some of the keenest and
most alert public men in the State, hon.
members may take it for ranted that one
delivery of milk is not harmful either to
the trade or to the consumers.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: No wonder you
are blushing 1

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
been interested in the supply of milk,
especially to children, for the last 17 years.
Early in my parliamentary career milk was
supplied to children at centres in Fremantle
to an extent that for various reasons has
not been equalled in these days.

Hon. A. Thomson: Lack of funds is
probably one.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
another is the difficulty of persuading
teachers to co-operate wit the committees.

Hon. J. ILL Macfarlane interjected.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Before I.
conclude my remarks, I will give the hon.
member some very sound reasons 'why the
delivery of milk in the afternoon is not

possible. I might mention that at a meet-
ing- of dairy'men from the Peel Estate,
Byford, Mundijong and Armadale, pre-
sided over by the chairman of the Byford
branch of the milk section of the Primary
Producers' Association,' Mr. Baxter 's
action was viewed with regret. A unani-
mous resolution was carried to that effect.
That is an unusual occurrence at meetings
of the association.

Hon. L. Craig: There is always unani-
mity on any important question.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Solid-
arity in timie of trouble is very desirable.
The meeting to which I referred was not a
meeting of the Byford branch of the
A.L.P. or any other section of the Labour
movement interested in milk supply. It
was a meeting of milk producers who are
supposed to he represented in this House
by men like the hon. member. I maintain
that he should be their spokesman. He is
here for that purpose, namely, to ensure
that the producers get a fair deal, and
that their interests, insofar as they arc
just, are protected by this House.

Hon. G. Fraser: He is out of step with
everybody.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member has proved himself, according to
the findings of representative men and pri-
mary' producers, to be out of step with
the movement. The resolution carried by
the meeting to which I referred was as
follows:-

This mieeting views wit!, regret Mr. Bax-
ter's a-tion in moving for the disallowance
of the regulations and dissociates itself from
the opinions which be expressed.

Thus we find that those who distribute
milk as principals, the employees of milk
distributors, and the producers themselves
are all heartily in favour of the regula-
tions.

Hon. Hf. Tuckey: Do you favour miakin~g
the Act permanent'?

The HONORARY MINISTER: When
the Bill for a continuance of the Act is
before the House, if members~ desire it,
there will be a change of Government pol-
icy along those lines. Apart front any
other consideration, the attitude of the
bodies I have mentioned is sufficient to
indicate that Mr. Baxter's statement to the
effect that the regulations ''will further
curtail the sale of fresh milk'' is pure con-
jecture. If anything is calculated to reduce
the sale of fresh milk and increase the
consumption of powdered milk, it is the ad-
vertisement given to the factory product by
the hon. member when he rebutted Mr.
Nicholson's statement that powdered milk
had not the food value of fresh milk. I was
rather surprised at the stand taken by the
hon. member because there is no question
that powdered milk has not the value of
fresh milk.

Hon. A Thonison: Is powvdered milk pro-
duced in Western Australia?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
think it is. The hon. member mentioned the
great increase in the consumption of pow-
der-ed milk, but the fact has to be borne in
mind that there are fairly -large communities
onl the goldfields-at Kalgoorlie, Boulder,
Larerton and other mining areas-that have
to dep~end onl powdered and condensed milk.

Member: Will you guarantee that the
regmlatious will not mean an increase ii the
consumption of powdered milk in the citv?

The HONO.\RARY MINISTER: Yes.
lion. C. F. Baxter: Nothing of the sort.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Anyone
who compares powdered milk with fresh
milk as, a beverage for children and adults

should he in Heatheote. I am a standing atO-
vertisemaent of the value of fresh milk. If
the possibility existed of a decline in milk
sales, it is not likely that the milk vendors
Would have requested the regulation; neither
would lie producer, have passed a resolu,-
tion Protesting against the bon. member's
motion to disallow the rep.ulation. Surely
we can depend for our expert advice upon
those who are vitally concerned in the trade.
Surely they should be able to express an
authoritative opinion as to whether regula-
tions of this kind( would reduce their trade
and thus lower their standard of living. I
think the House can well take notice of the
advice and opinions uttered by every section
of the milk tr-ade. These men do not
wish to see either sales or production dim-
inislied. As thle retailers arc constantly in
touch with the consumers they must have
gauged the attitude of the public towards,
the regulations prior to requesting their in-
troduction. Before the new regulations were
gazetted the quantity of milk delivered in
the afternoon was found to he negligible
compared with the amount delivered in the
morning. I think the amount was about 5
per cent. Many vendors make no delivery
in tile afternoon. Who are the people that
require milk to be delivered in the after-
noon 9

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Why frame these
regulations?

The HONORARY -MINISTER: Apart
from hospitals and shops, and families where
there are sick children, who else would re-
quire milk to be delivered in the afternoons?
The only people who want it then are those
who like to see others working mnneces-
srily long hours, peop~le who live at Mt.

Lawley and Peppermint Grove. Many of
those who want afternoon deliveries are
fussy old ladies, who delight in seeing milk-
men delivering half-a-pint of milk at houses
possessed of refrigerators and all modern
conveniences. Members will not find the
wife of a working man, though she may
have five or Fix Phildren, asking for after-
noon deliveries.

lHon. H. S. W. Parker: flow 'lo you know
the old ladies are fassy?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Only
fussy old ladies would want such a service.
This Yhouse should not encourage such prac-
tice'. 'We have made investizations into thiq
n,.e,tion, and have ascertained that many
milk vendlors do not deliver in the afternoon.
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Those who make deliveries in the afternoons
exclude Wednesday or Sunday, or Saturday
or Sunday afternoons. For some 12 years
prior to the introduction of the regutlations
there had been no afternoon delivery in Fre-
mantle.

Ron. H. S. W. Parker: Are the people
fussy there?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No.
People in industrial centres are, in the main,
satisfied to get their milk once a day. Most
of the requests for a second delivery come
from places like Peppermint Grove. The
previous system of delivery was extremely
hard on the men employed, seeing that they
had only broken periods of rest. The after-
noon delivery was a most expensive system.
Milk vendors were forced to travel over the
same distance in the afternoon as in the
morning to carry out a comparatively small
percentage of their trade. More time was
occupied in the afternoon delivery as it was
frequently found by vendors that the recep-
tacke for the milk wvas not placeed outside the
door, or they were informed on arrival that
no milk was required. That is another in-
stance of poor domestic management. These
f ussy' old ladies should have people to look
after them. They will not do their share in
asqisting with the general organisation.
Whilst milk vendors do not keep separately
a record of the milk delivered in the morn-
lng and afternoon, the board has been able
to obtain information indicating that the
quantit -y of milk delivered in the afternoon
represented between 5 per cent, and 10 per
cent, of the trade. The Pascomi Company,
which is the largest distributor of milk, has
not delivered to consumers more than once
dlaily for a number of years. In Fremnantle
the company- his never delivered in the after.
noon, except at places such as Peppermint
Grove and Claremont.

I-Ion. H. S. W. Parker: Are you sure
that it delivered in Peppermint Grove in the
afternoon?7

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
say so.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Who says so?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That in-
formation was supplied to me by the board.
I am sorry if it is a reflection upon the hon.
member.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I do not live in
Peppermint Grove, but I represent that dis-
trict.

Hon. J. MI. Macf arlane: He lives so closv
to it as not to matter.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I represent the
district that is fussy.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Only
un~reasonable people would require a deliv-
ery of a half-pint of mnilk twice a (lay. One
milk vendor in a large way of business-
I refer to Mr. H. J. Cartwright-who sells
approximately 475 gallons of milk daily, bar
examined his records and states that consider-
ably less than 5 per cent, of his deliveries
were made in. the afternoon. That is an
authoritative statement from a milk vendor
carrying on a large business, and I ask the
House to take cognisaince ot it. Another
milk vendor, -Mr. H. If. Mounsey, who dis-
tributes in the Victoria Park qnd South
Perth districts and soils approximately 375
gallons of milk daily, stated that he used to
sell only about 5 per cent, in the afternoon..
I have here a schedule giving the names of
milk vendors, together wvith the average
quantity of milk sold daily, and the amount
lpreviously delivered in the afternoons. These
men are typical. The schedule indicates
that the quantity of milk Sold in the after-
noon wvas negligible. I should be very pleased
.to see the mnotion defeated. It is only a poli-
tical kick at the Government.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do not talk nonsense.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: You are not assist-
ing us to support the regulations.

The HONORARY M1INISTER : The hon.
member made a speech against them.

Hon. A. Thomson: You are not (debating
a Government measure. The motion cannot
be a kick against the Government.

The HONORARY MINISTER : I can-
not understlund why the motion was moved-

Hon. H. V. Piesse: We are all looking-
to you for information.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I ant giv-
lng the information.

Hon. L. Craig: The Honorary -Minister is-
imputing wrong motives.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: When we
arc dealing with the food supplies of the-
people we nust lift ourselves above party
politics. I have always taken that stand.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Then why introduce
party polities?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member tried to make out a case for after-
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noon deliveries, and my task is to show that
such a thing is unnecessary and would
hamper the milk trade. It would also in-
volve a great deal of unnecessary labour and
'be contrary to every-day commonsense.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Go on with the merits
-of the case. You are all right.

Hon. J. Al. Macfarlane: Does the schedule
cover the whole of the metropolitan area?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
schedule indicates the general attitude of the
,trade.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Some of the
vendors are not in favour of the proposal,
Will you not be giving away secrets?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
schedule is as follows:

not delivered until the following day, that
is, under the new regulations. This, how-
ever, has always been the practice in re-
spect of a big percentage of the milk railed
from the South-West, for, as I have already
indicated, afternoon deliveries comprise
only five to ten per cent. of the total trade.
It will he obvious therefore that if there
are vendors so foolish as to mix morning
and afternoon milk, as suggested by Mr.
Baxter, they would have had every incentive
to do so before the new regulations came
into force. I challenge his statement that
men in the trade would mix their milk in
the manner suggested.

Hen. J. M. Macfarlauc: I do not pro-
pose to wear the whbite flower of a blame-
less life.

No. of
Name. Address. Districts in which operate. deGavloed Afternoon Delivery Comments.

C. Burke & Sons

C. W. Treasure

B. F. Drowne
'T: Jr. Harper

W. H. Taylor

Nicholson Boad, Canning
Vale

Cecil Avenue, Cannlngton

Kent Street, Osnologton
Albert Street, Osborne

Park
142 Stirling Street, Perth

A. J. Tayior 8.. 7a Dundas Road, Ingie-
woodH. W, Green ... 146 Central Avenue, May-
landsa

R. JIutchison ..

C0. J. O'Connor..

G. J. McLean

'T. Graiton

X4. Crawford

E,. Crawford

G. Thompson

Westrallan Farmers
Utd. ("' Paseorni ")

Government Road, Morley
Park, hayianda

McGsno Street, Bayr-
water

23 Seventh Avenue, May-
lands

137 Shakespeare Street,
Mt. Hawthorn

12 nourke Street, North
Perth

12 Bourke Street, North
Perth

53 Emnmereon Street,
North Perth

47 Claremont Crescent,
Claremone.

If. 5. Cooksley 0.. 7Cottesloe Avenue, Cot-

1 Balfour Street, Cot-
tesioe

47 ltuahtoa2 Road, VIc-
torls Park

10210 Albany Road, VIc-
toria Part

City of Perth, Perth Road
Board

Cityv of Perth, Subteeo, Can-
nIng

Canning, City of Perth,
Perth Rtoad Board, City o

Perth
Cream only-Perth Mtad

Board, City of Perth
Perth Road Board, City of

Perth
Perth Road Board, City of

Perth

Bayswater. City of Perth ..

Perth Road Board. City of
Perth

City of Perth

City of Perth ... ..

City of Perth, Perth Road
Board

Perth Road Bond, City of
Perth

City of Perth, Subisco ..

Cotteslos, Ifosman Park,
Claremont, Peppermint
Grove, Nedlands

Peppermint Grove, Clare-
mont, Cottesioe, Ned-
lands, Mossnan Park

Jiosman Park, Peppermint
Grove, Cottesloe, Clare-
moat, Nedlanda

City of Perth, South Perth

Canning. city7 of Perth,
South Perth

'T0

117

63

41

122

97

23

to

a

16

70

94

56

206

120

236

19

86

None

None ... ..

20 gallons

None ..

2-1? saucens In
summer

3?-li) winter, 12-26
summer

None ... ..

None ..

None

None ..

4-5 summer, 2
winter

None ... ..

4 gallona summer

None-S3 hospitals
served made no
complaint About
one delivery.
which has always
obtained

None-a few In
suimmer

None-In summer
about 511 total
peppermint Grove
customers

None ..

Brulk morning,
chiefly shops
Afternoon

Ina favour

In favour

In favour

In favour

In favour

In favour for
winter but not
summer
In favour

In favour

In favour

In favour

In favour

In favour

In favour

In favour

In favour

Could manage
satipfactorily

I do not intend to weary members by read-
ing the whole list. If mnembers peruse it
they will see that afternoon dieliveries are
not required. Mr. Baxter objects that the
-milk that comes from the country and ar-
rives in the early hours of the morning is

The HONORARY MINISTER: As to
Mr. Baxter's general statements regarding
the hardship that may be caused by the
operation of the regulations, the facts show
that prior to their enforcement the major-
ity of people held over their milk from

0G. W. Ditrbeek..

IR. 'E. Edward

-A. T,. Tigg
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the morning until the evening. In the
first place we know that a great number of
milk vendors never delivered in the after-
noon, and the proof of thab is in the state-
ment I have read to the House of the de-
liveries by the various vendors. Secondly,
even those who did, omitted at least two
afternoon deliveries in the week; and
thirdly, a negligible p~roportion of total de-
liveries was made in the afternoon round.
This demonstrates beyond doubt the prac-
ticability of one daily delivery even if Mr.
Baxter is prepared to discount the effic-
acy of the systetn in operation in the Fre-
mantle district. We say that the Fre-
mantle district is just as keen on getting
an efficient, good and clean supply as is any
other district in the metropolitan area.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Those would be all local
supplies.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Some
inconvenience or hardship, the hon. mem-
ber has stated, will be suffered by certain
people during the summer months, and
critics of the regulations maintain that
milk should be delivered in the afternoon
during the summer months. The Milk Board
does not share this view. Experience shows
that delivery of milk in the metropolitan
area in the afternoon during the summer
time is bad for the milk, as, despite the
endeavours made by milk vendors to keep
the milk cool, by encasing it in canvas or
in bags, hot air causes the bags to dry and
the milk to become heated. This is readily
understood when it is realised that only a
small qnantity is transported. Heat on
niilk-particularly milk that has been
chilled-has a most deleterious effect. It has
not been unusual for milk vendors to find
that, after their milk has been carted in
their vehicles for some little time on a
summer afternoon, the fat globules rise to
the top of the milk, or the milk reaches the
point of turning. It is much better for
cool milk to be delivered to the consumer
in the early morning and for the milk to
be kept in a clean vessel in a cool place
rather than that it should be delivered to
the consumers in the heat of the day. The
efforts of the Milk Board have done much
to provide a cleaner milk and a milk of a
low bacteria content. The board's efforts in
this direction have done much to provide
milk of a good keeping quality. Every-
body who has taken an interest in this ques-
tion must realise that there has been a

marked improvement iii the way that milk
has been handled in the South-West. That
this is largely due to the control exercised
by the Milk Board scarcely needs to be
stressed.

The suggestion haes been made that there
are sonic members of the community who
can not provide refrigerators or ice chests
in which to store their milk. These facili-
ties, I am given to understand, are not es-
sential for the keeping of milk. Milk can
be kept cool in a Coolgardie safe, an inex-
pensive a-rticle to purchase or to make in
the home, and which costs nothing to main-
tain. If a Coolgardie safe is beyond the
resources of some consumers, the milk can
still be kept cool, if the milk is good and
cool on arrival, and if the vessel containing
it is put in a cool place or a place where
there is a breeze, and the vessel is wrapped
in a damp cloth. Alternatively, milk can
be boiled. Where milk is boiled, it will keep
under decent conditions for a lengthy period
from one (delivery to the next. That is a
recognised fact. Unfortunately there are
peop~le who arc Dot very particular about
the cleanliness of the containers they use.

Since only a small percentage of people
own refrigerators, it is obvious that the re-
mainder of the consumers who managed to
keep their milk previously with only one
daily delivery must have used one of the
devices I have suggested. The Chairman
of the board, in outlining the various ways
in which milk might be stored, did not pre-
tend that they were ideal. He was simply
explaining the means whereby people in the
most straitened circumstances can and ap-
parently do, make some inexpensive pro-
vision for keeping milk fresh throughout
the day. Some critics have asserted that
hospitals will be inconvenienced, but, as the
board is able to grat permission to milk
vendors to supply consumers, this objection
can be overcome by permitting a milk ven-
dor to supply milk to hospitals.

Hon. J. MW. Macfarlane: Can you regu-
late the price at which the extra supplies
may be delivered.

The HONORARY MINISTER: We arz
not discussing the question of price. Simi-
larly, in all cases where the hoard is stis-
fled that it is essential in the public inter-
est to deliver milk outside the prescribed
hours, the board is able to grant permis-
sion to milk vendors to meet this special
need. Therefore, it cannot be submitted



[COUNCIL.]

that flte rresulations will cause any practical
ineonvrriienee. 'Most members who have op-
im:r,.d the reguilations have spoken of the
usurpation. of the rights, of the Inidustrial
Arbitration Court. Ron. members may not
he awvare that the present award provides
for ro 46-hor we-ek. As Y have explained,
the ironr fon' inilk delivery? as fixed by the
ioardi, aire, in flipe city blocks of Perth and
Friemantle, from 1 anm. to 1? noon; and
outside the eitv blocks, fromr 1 anm. to
9.1l0 n.m. This 1)rovides a spread durixg:
the week of 77 hours and 5.9"/_ hotirs respe2-
tively. Surel 'y no member of thisa Hous4
ean take exeption to that spread. It is
evilprehensive. There-fore, why endoeavour
to upset a reguldation that is; vital to the
interests of all concerned?

Hon. J1. 11. 'Macfarlane interjected.
Thc PRESIDENT: Order! The lion.

nie-mier will be given an opportunity ti
mpeak later onl.

The TIONOR ARY MINISTER: Every
live body of people. whether they be mnas-
ters or wvorkers, wxill try to improve their
conditions. The spreads T have mentioned
do not in any -way encroach on the working
week fixed hr the award. Even if the houirs
for milk delivery were fixed by the- Arbitra-
tion Court, they would be ineffective in re-
gard to the whole of the industry, for quite
a number of milk vendors themselves de-
liver on their rounds. These men aire not
emprloyees, and go would not he subject to
the qward of the court.

Prior to rcconimnrdingr the 'Minister to
mnake the reguilations, the Mlilk Board care-
frilly survey' ed tMe whole position, At thre
time, milk didrilmtion in the metropolitan
area was most haphazard, the deliveries tak-
inr place at all hours of the dlay and night.
T~r lknvaae of this, state of affairs
had long been reeogni'wd bi'y the milk
hoards in Sydney and Melbourne. In those4
i'itie-r the houri-s fixed for delivery are as
f ollows:

S ru1rnv -3.45 to 8.30 n~im.: 12 noon to 5l
p.m.. Sundayq anid public irollibrys: 3,t5 to
9 nim.. with ai proviso tliat dairrnmni-vrndors
may deliver from 12 noon to 31.30 p.

Few do.,

3lrelluourire-1 to 9 .mn., except iii the cityv
itself. whcre derlivery is allowed until J 2
noon.1

Wvith thl. experience of tho~u' eitie4 as a
'nuide, the hoaril an'ived] at the conclusion
:ln't thep gaxettal of the regulationsA would be

progressii-e step in the direction of moire-
orderly distrilbution, and would in no wvay
coniflivt with the icrt.of' the itiri&'.

At no stngze, however, didl the board u-Sp
the argument arttribnted to it by 'Mr. Bax-
ter, namely' , '-that if the reziulations were
not applied there would have to be an iii-
crease in the price of milk." With regard
to the validity of the regulations themselves,
T have here a inemnormiduni from thre Soli-
ertor General -which srets out tire actual posi-
tionri

Referring fr) tip statemnit by' tire TMon. .
Nicholson), MN.lLC '-'There is ntirgs a
ws niy pres~ent perusal of tire Act shows me to
idicate that powver is given to fix lrorrrs cit
delivery v-tin'. answer to that sitatenrent i.s
to be found iii the long title to tire Aet, and
ir Sections 36i arid 3S of tire Act, as fol-
low:-

(a) The long title of the Act is "Ani Act
to provide for tire regulationr andi organrisa-
tion of tire produictiorn, purchrase, trevatment,
sale and distribution of milk for use by cor-
surrers within the mretropolitaun a -en.

(b,) Section M6 enacts that tire blrr i4
charged (inter aima) with tire crlrpiy arid sale
of mrilk to Mil vendors (irarnra~h I MU ),
tire suplyl- , sLale and distrihritior of milk to
consirriic'rs in the metropolitan arva (jiara.
gripir 1 (r*) ), inasilrn's arid iren uWhiCir, inl
tire GOiirr iof tire hoard, ir reuisite anil
necessary to provide a regillar suipply of
fresh, cleano and wholesoe0 ini111c to consme61rs
ill tire metroprolitan area, (paragraph (4) ).
arid ainy other matter which, ir the opinion of
tire Minister, is incideiital to any of the
niatters aforesaid.

Ce) Section 38 enacts that tire Minis;ter
may, with the approval of the Gocvel-ior.
make regulations prescribing formsi and fees
and other matters and tlriings which by this
A ct arc eontenipiated, required ior lrrnittedl
to bie prescribedl, or wich appear to blur
to bie rree.srv or roaverriert toi lht'pre.
scribed, for tie pourpose Of erirrriIg44 tire
bogard cifecti1y to pcrformi and corr ny nut
its poa'e'-s, fui-tions qa ilnties undler this
Act, rIind tot tire prrurose of effrertniivl 'rrrrrPr-
irrg out airy of the provisions of this Act, olr
for better eller'tinug the objects or lurlhhs
of tis Act.

Tire delivery of milk to consunirs is obi-
viously a mantter included ini tire distriltiunl
of milk to conrsarners Orre of thie Olbjects arid
purposes of the Act is thre regulation annlo
organistatirn of tire distribrution of milk to
consumers; ani one of the powers, frunctions
or duities with which the bonard is cirirged
Lndter Mectior' 36 (if tire Art is tire supjiO',
sale and dintnibitiOrr (Of Milk to consumercls.
Clearly, thereforre, See'tirin :N n-rnrfer. nnpnrrn
tire Minister powover, wxith tire trillroval of' tire
Giovernor, to) Ma kc reguli tinner ;rresr-ritnr
hours for then deli;vcry of mrilk to eonilrrnr
ia or-ier to, beitter effcc-t tire olIieet Or ir
jiost of tire Act, Whic-h is the r-egxriatioir anrd
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Organisation of the distribution of milk to
consumers, and also in order to enable the
board effectually' to perform and carry out its
powers, functions and duties under the Act,
among wbich is that relating to the supply,
sale and distribution of milk to consumers.

The argument used by Mr. Baster was never
advanced by ally responsible officer of the
board.

lion. C. F. Baxter: I took it fromt a re-
port in the Press.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member did not take it fromt anl authorita-
tive report in the Press.

Honl. C. F. Baxter: it was not a statement
by the board.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The lion.
member should hlave said so before. I do
not think he canl take a statement appearing
in the Press and use it as an authoritative
argument. In doing so, I think hie made a
grave mistake.

lHon. J. Cornell: The Minister would not
expect the Crown Law Department to say
tilat its ownI regulationls were ultra vires.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Has the
lon, member the audacity to tell the IHouse
that the Solicitor General would give wrong-
advice to a Minister regarding the prepara-
tion of regulations? The Solicitor General
is paid a hig-h salary to give Ministers
g~uidance and advice. If it were not possible
to issue the regulations uinder the Act, the
Solicitor General would advise accordingly.

Hon. J. Cornell: But the Minister is point-
ing out that the Crown Law Department
declares the regulations to be not ultra vires.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1 have
read the reply giveni to the contention raised
by -Mr. Nicholson.

Hon. J. Cornell: You have asked the
Solicitor General to adjudicate on his own
regulations.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: Our
Crowvn Law officers are of such high stand-
ing that they would not think of leading a
\mister or the Government astray in their

opinions.
Hon. J. Cornell: I am not questioning that

ait all.
The HONORARY MINISTER: The

op~inion is quite plain. It is couched in
simple languIage, the meaning of which any
member can grasp.

Hlon. J. Cornell: The Crown Solicitor is
only defending what ho has done.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: We have
the opinion of the Crown Law authorities,

by whose advice we must be guided, that
Mr. Nicholson's fears are quite groundless.
Everyone desires to see the milk industry
make progress, and the consumption of milk
increase, and everyone is equally desirous
that all those connected with the industry
should get justice. As one interested in the
milk industry from a public point of view,
I maintain a vast improvement has been
uffected in tile industry since the passing of
the Act. It is vital, in the interests of the
board, that no action such as is contemplated
by .1r. Baxter, should be countenanced by
this H~ouse.

Honl. IT. Tuce: You want the Act to be
Imade p~ermuanent.

The HONORARY MJNISTER: I want
these regulatijanl% to remain in force, so that
the position of the industry may be im-
proved. If Mr. Baxter's ulotioni is carried,
the effect will be detrimental to the workers
in the industry, to their employers, to the
mnilk venidors and thle producers-in fact, to
everyone connected with the industry. I
therefore ask members to vote against the
motion.

HON. 0. B. WILLIAMS (South) [5.20]:
Although not particularly interested iii this
debate, I desire to contribute to it, because
in my youthful days I worked on a dairy
farm. Afterwards I left that work to take
up ntining. It is a fine thing to see a re-
volt inning the primary producers. The
whealglaowers, for instance, are in revolt.
Now we have thle milk vendors up in arms.
This eebate recalls to my mind a somewhat
similar dIebawte upon the disallowance of a
regullation dealing with fortnightly pay for
thle workers onl the goldflelds.

Member: That was the law, not a regu-
lation.

lion. C. B. WILLIAMS: An amendment
of the Act was being proposed. The ques-
tion had no reference at all to the Arbitra-
tion Court. The majority of tile members
who voted against it were rep~resentatives
of thle primary p)rodlucers. Of course, their
action was refected in tie last elections on
thme goldfields, as Mr. Seddon canl tell memn-
bers. The primaery' producers' representa-
lives voted against the workers on the
goldfields getting a fortnightly pay. To-day,
opposition is coming from them to their own
people. I stated at the outset that I knew
somnething about dairying; and of all the
heavy jobs in the world, that is the heaviest.
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I am about 50 years of age and I assert that
the conditions in the milk industry are just
as bad as they were when 1 was a youth.
In company with other members of Parlia-
ment, I have visited the South-West and
attended agricultural shows. What hap-
pened after the show was over? Even'
farmer had to rush home to milk the cows.

Member: The regulations would not help)
them.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: They might re-
sit in :rniroving the conditions in the
industry.

Hon. E. 11. Beenani: IDo you wvant one,
delivery of milk a day?

Rotc. C. B. WILLIAMIS: Yes; that is
enough, too. In the dairying industry, one
hans to work in the dust and the heal, and
in the snow and the ice. One starts in the
ice of winter mornings and goes through
to the night, stilt working in the
cold. Why should not the dairymen
try to improve the lot of their em-
ployees? Bitt it is costly to deliver milk
twice at 'lay I speak feelingly on this sub-
ject. Ont the goldfields, with the tempera-
ture 110 degrees and 112 degrees in the
Rlhode, it wgould be impossible to deliver rilk
tvice at day. The consumers them.nsilves
%%ruld ;xet desire such a course. It would
be stupid to cart fl-c milk through stickt
nepar, as it would not keep). Mr. Nicholson
referredl to the milk supplies for the
chilidren in the metropolitan area. How do
sick children and .;(k a lts get on in tic'
Government ltoqital at Kalgoorlie ? l
was delivere1 by contract from Perth to that
institution once a d~ay. Goldfields residents
01:jvto if this coiyr, a theY consider the
;;illI shouild it: hion~ht in Kaltzoorlie itself. T

bJuvvt to mnilk heing taken from Perth to
T vlgccr'i e. Let the people of KalIgoorlie up-
port the local dltirvmt'n, as the people of
Perth sutpport their local dairymen. The
oilk vendors arc aj) against the Iprolblem
of some vendors who are trying to steal a
few customers by delivering milk ticie daily.v
I think it is a disgrace to the counitry that
in all the years I have known this industry.
.so little improvement has been made in the
eondlitions. Objection coal(d easilv he raised
to the delivery of milk in the early hours of
the morniin-r; I for one have an objection to
being awakened by the milkman, because
there is then no more sleepi. The difference
between the milk vendor at Kalgoorlie and

the milk vendor in the metropolitan area is
that while the delivery here is started at
1 am, and flni~hed at 9.30 a.zn., the vendor
at Kanlgoorlie wishes to start delivering at 2
ant. and finisht a few hours later. The sooner
a vendor gets out of the street with his milk
on a hot dlay, the better for the commodity.
If any mnember can conscientiously vote in
favour of the motion, he must remember
that lie is oippioing the fair and honest opin-
ion of the experts in the milk industry, who
are .just as worthy of considertion a, itie
exlpert., in other industries.

Hion. J. Corniell: Experts in what, mix-
ing?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am not speak-
ing of mixing. As the Honorary Minister
told us, if any vendor delivers bad milk,
he does not continue the practice very long.
I have traversed the interior of this coun-
try as much as has any' member. Fresh
cows' milk is not obtainable beyond Layer-
ton or at Lawlers, where people use goats'
milk or condensed milk. Everybody on the
goldields boils the milk, as soon as it is de-
]ivercd-I mean eveybody with any senqe-
and it will keep on the hottest of days. In
my opinion the ice ches is of no value on
the g-oldflelds for storing milk; the Cool-
gardic safe is much miore satisfactory. Most
of the people at Edjudina use condensed
milk. which is a good article though much
dlearer than fresh milk, and there is some
dificultyv in keeping it once a tin has been
ope-ned. It is time the milk p roduceers in-
sisted on their members sulpportifla their of-
forts to secure imp jrovements iii the inidus-
try. The Labour Party considers the wv-hes
of the millers who, if they dlid not get jus-
tir. wvould find other men to represent them.
As, to the arg-ument that the Honorary Min-
ister might cause Labour to lose votes for
adopting the attitude hie has taken to this
(Inetioii, myv reply is, "Then let us lose
votes, but the nmen in the country wvill know
that the Labour Party is behind them ii'
their efforts to secure an iniprovenient."
The contention that the regulations encroach
upon the functions of the Arbitration Court
is utter nonsense. This is an instance of the
eniplo ' er and employee reaching a decision
on the question of the hours of distribution.
If the A.W.U. at Kalgoorlie can come to an
agrreement to prevent a dislocation of in-
dustry, why should not those interested in
the milk industry do likewise?
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Hon. J. Cornell: But the miners have an
industrial agreement.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Quite so. The
Honorary Minister told us sufficient to satisfy
the most obstinate member that the regula-
tions are desired by the people engaged in
the industry and by the community as well.
Therefore the regulations should not be dis-
allowed. In conclusion, I again express the
opinion that anybody who desires to have
milk delivered during a summer afternoon
in a climate like ours is stupid.

On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Ninth Day.

Debate resumed from the 23rd August.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.34]:
I congratulate the Labour Party upon its
success at the Assembly elections and also
the various Ministers upon appointment to
their respective portfolios. I fully expected
the electors to decide on a change of Govern-
ient on this occasion, but they evidently
thougiht that the State would be better
berved by the team that had controlled
affairs for several years. We know the old
saying that a new broom sweeps clean, and
my impression was that a change would be
beneficial. However, I must admit that I
"'as wrong in my estimate of the opinions
of the electors.

The Speech mentions the heavy deficit for
the year, £220,442, and I presume the Gov-
ernent will take drastic steps in the hope
of balancing the ledger this financial year.
How that will be accomplished, in view of
the difficulties confronting industry, I can-
not imiagine. Perhaps towards the end of
the session we shall be informed of the
measures proposed to be adopted. When a
Government is unable to keep its expendi-
ture within the limits of the revenue avail-
able, a bad example is set to the community.
Surely we should look to the Government to
set a good example! Many of our settlers,
in spite of all their struggles, are experienc-
ing difficulties that are becoming greater and
greater, and when they approach the Gov-
erment for a little help, they are told that
no money is available. The Government is
able to provide various sums for expendi-
ture in the larger centres, but these have

more votes than have the country centres
where the distribution of the money would
help struggling settlers. The Speech con-
tains the following reference:-

Although the State has demonstrated a
remarkable capacity to withstand the low
prices for wool and wheat, it is certainly
hoped that an improvement will sooni be.
mianiftest, thus enabling full advantage to be.
taken of the high production indicated by,
the excellent seasonal prospects.

This I regard as nothing more than a pious
hope. True, we have the promise of a boun-
tiful season, but unless the producers are
encouraged and assisted, the benefit to he
derived will be small indeed. The various
Governments throughout Australia seem
almost to have shut their eyes to the dread-
ful conditions under 'which farmers and
pastoralists are labouring. Loan Council
meetings have been held; the represen-
tatives of Federal and State Govern-
mneats have held various meetings at Can-
berra and Melbourne, and after months of
promises, from which we expected tangible
results, they decided to raise a sum of
£E40,000,000 and not one penny piece was
allotted to aid the farmers and pastoralists.
We have reached a position so extraordin-
ary as almost to invite revolution. Many
farx,,es and pastoralists are ready to throw
up the struggle and walk off their holdings.

The pious hope expressed in the Speech
carries us nowhere, and once more we find
the Commonwvealth Government holding
hack with a view to throwing on the States
the onus of assisting these industries. I
agree with the Premier of Victoria that to
assist the farming industry is essentially a
Commonwealth responsibility. For years
the Commonwealth Government has been
rigging the tariff against the wool and
wheat industries until it has collected from
them at least £150,000,000, and when asked
to come to the rescue of those producers and
assist them in their difficulties, the Common-
wealth is not prepared to shoulder the bur-
den. Some of the producers are in danger
of losing their holdings, and the least we
could expect was that the Commonwealth
would return to those primary industries
some of the benefits derived from the back-
ing of secondary industries, particularly
those established in Melbourne and Sydney.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Has not a fair amount
of money been given to the farming indus-.
try?
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lloji. G. B. iVood: I think the total
amount is £E14,00l0,000.

lion. V. HA3NIEHSLEY; That assistance
has been spread over a number of years.
But more, than that sum has been taken
from the primary producer,, in direct taxa-
tion, to say nothing of the revenue reaped
fromn tariff duties, which have been imposed
in the interests of manufacturers of mach-
inery, rails, vehicles:, etc., and have Ma'1(,
the requiremsents of the producer mch mor'
expensive, Those duties hatve rendered it
ntlmo',t impossible for the producer to carry
onl his indutrty. There is, an old saying that
those whom the gods wish to destroy, they-
first make miad. That saying recurs to my
mind whenl I go into the country and see
hlow severevly the lpeople aire suffering. They%
have been doing so for many mouths, and
the hope deferred onl which they have been
living has now become practically the last
straiw. I view this matter most seriously,
because the farmers -are, losing heart en-
tirely, which is not to be wondered at.
Those meetings of the Prime M.%inister and
the State Premiers should have hrought
aI)out something more than we have seen
so far. Mrr, .NMenies visited 'Western Auls-
tralia, and when lie -was back amongst his
friends- he said that lie had visited all the
States and discovered a great deal of paro-
chialism. The hioi. g-entleman should take
the parochial beans out of his, own eye. He
continues to harbouir the idea that the Com-
monwealth cannot back the fanning corn-
inunity. The Federal Governments desire
is to cast that load on the State Govern-
ments, hut tile matter is; one essentially for
the Conimonwvealth. It is the height of paro-
ehialisin when 'Mr. Menniies continues to de-
s9ire to succouir secondary idustries, leaving
the others down and out.

Only to think of the pastoralist and the
terrible times hie has gone through! And
without any help whatever from the Comn-
monwealth. The strongest opponent of the
wool tit-n is, cotton. His s;everest competi-
tion comes: from cotton. The United States
Government has helped its cotton-growers
to the extent of holding 13,000,000 hale.
On the other hand, our Federal Government
has beep try' ing to enenurTage a cotton in-
dlustry inl Ausqtralia, in competition with
wool:. and cotton is a black labour iin-
dustry. The Commonwealth Government is
givingz a bonn.. of 4%d. per lb. on cotton-
grrowinL7 in Ai-tralia. The price of cotton

in Liverpool is 41-d. per lb. Yet the Com-
monwealth Government tries to build up an
Australian cotton industry, to down the
wool men, by honusing eottoa with the
equivalent of its price in Liverpool. That
seemis to mec utter madness. No doubt the

sceeis all very well for Eastern Aus-
tralia. The Federal Government's; policy is
to holster industries, around the big cities
,while leaving industries on the outskirts to
fend for themselves;. We primary produc-
crs have to imake alt our purchases in highly
protected markets and sell oar wheat and
wool in the cheapest market, at World's
parity. Assuredly the tariff does not help
the people I represent.

Britain guarantees a price to her wheat-
growers. The United States Government
is giving its growers a bonus of Is. 10.A.
p~er bushel on wheat for export. Yet here
-ire our Governments requiring the grow-
ers to produc without any bjonus: what-
ever, while we have to compete withe the
outside world. The prices we are com-
pelled to accept for wheat are so low that
we cannot live onl them, aiid yet there is
iso help whatever from the Coinmronw ealth.
Unless aid is forthcoming, the growvers
must walk oif their holding-s. The
Is. lO'/A. bonus and the 2s. pe bushel
obtainable as the price of their wheat has,
enabled the groxver., of the United States
to carry on. At present oor growers do
not know whether they can get even Is.
per bushel for their wheat. Being unable
to obtain any credit, they do not know
how they are to take off the coming har-
ves t. They have made an appeal to the
State Governments to anticipate the sub-
sidy coming from the flour tax. Inl the
aw4gregate it will not amount to much.
Growers have had 21/4d., and aniticipate. a
similar amount, hat the Federal Govern-
ineat refuses to anticipate the paymnmt
and requires the grov-ers to wait until the
31st December for a further amount.
What are those growver-; to live on? What
are they to do ? How arc they to carry on
betweven times? it is, a matter of serious
moment to the Governlment of Western
Australia how the grower's, failing long
credit, are to carry out operations to put
in crops for next season. We know what
the railways wvill suffer if Crops do not
go iii. They will make a worse showinx
next year than this year. Things, look
most serious, quite apart from the inter-
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national situation. The Federal and State
Governments have displayed a long--winded
apathy in bringing the matter to a head.
At each of thiei frequent gatherings a
tinly hope flutters again ini the hearts of the
primary producers, but speedily becomes
extinguished. As the months go by, these
people become more and more weary. I do
urge that something should be done very'
s~peedily by the Federal Government. I
realise that our State Government is doinz
its best; but I want the matter finalised
without any delay whatever, not only for
my own sake but also for that of all en-
gaged in the industry, and for the sake of
what the industry means to Western Aus-
tralia and the Commonwealth.

I observe from the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech that a million pounds was devoted
to road construction during the past year. I
presume that million was almost entirely
money from the petrol tax, distributed over
'iamn roads. In view of the settlers being
so hard up, many' of them unable to pay
their local rates so ais to enable the road
boards to carry Onl operations, it is unfor-
tUnate that these peole require a great
deal of petrol to carry oin their industry.
At the same time they use thousands of
miles of road whieh the local boards have
to keep up. I would almost say that an
amendment of the Main Roads Act assur-
ing to road 1boards throughout the State a
regular distribution from the tax proceeds
is nbsolutely needed. Many settlers and
pastoralists, all paying petrol tax, use
many thousand miles of road that are not
main roads. From that taxation they ob-
tain no return except that they may use
a main road once or twice during the year.
Some of them are fortunate enough to be
able to take a holiday, and so they use a
main road once or twice annually; but all
through the 12 month,. when travelling
backwards and forwards between their
homes anti the siding or township, they
are using 25 or 50 miles of road maintained
In- the local board. Every one of those
boards has thousands of miles of road to
maintain, and their only source of revenue
is taxational rating on land. It is a great
pity that they cannot secure a larger pro-
portion of the proceeds of petrol taxation,
and I trust the Government will do somne-
thing in that direction. Mfany road boards
would be extremely glad if portion of the
tax could he distributed amongst them to

help them to keep up and improve their
own roads. At present they are in a posi-
tion of peculiar difficulty, because the
bountiful rains have washed the roads
about, and bridges and culverts have suf-
fered. The necessary repairs have to be
made out of the boards' own resources,
while they find it extremely difficult to get
money from settlers.

Portion of my province, which was
recently visited by the Minister for
Works, is concerned in extension of the
electricity supply. I sincerely hope that
thme supply will soon be extended to 11aida
Vale, Forrest Field, Wattle Grove, Pickering
Brook, Kalaniunda, Parkerville and Glen
Forrest. The people in those districts have,
for years, looked forward to being given the
extensions, bat the trouble has been insuffl-
cieney of power. The difficulty should be
overeome by the new unit of the East Perth
Power House, to which reference is made in
the Speech. The matter is highly important
to the localities mentioned, more especially
a.s some of them have local supplies of ee-
tricitY and don not know whether or not to
grant further rights to individuals to ex-
tend their works. They are between two
stools. The localities not 'yet connected up
do imot wvant. to grant permits to private
persons to instal p~lanlts. A good reason why
time Government should operate in that direc-
tion is that it would be keeping in step with
thme Mlinister for Industrial Development, who
wishes to encourage secondary' industries and
small industries. Certainly such industries
give a great deal of employment.

Continuing with local worries and troubles,
I wish to mention that the question of rab-
bit virus has not Yet been satisfactorily
settled. I have requests from several boards
to be permitted to try out the virus. The
Council of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search has, I believe, satisfied itself that
human beings aud animals other than rab-
hits are immune to the virus. One objectior.
raised by the council was that the virus was
too costly. Settlers claimed, in addition,
that tihe feing of holdings was unduly ex-
pensive and if the properties were sub-
divided ats was considered necessary, they
would be turned into a sort of chess board.
On the other hand, those charged with the
investigation have not been starved regard-
ing- expenditure in other directions and I can-
not understand why any expense should be
considered too great for the proper de-
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termination of the effectiveness or otherwise
of the rabbit virus. Many of the people in
the country districts claim they should be
given an opportunity to try out the virus
for themselves. There have been appeals
to the Government to make supplies avail-
able to one or- two road boards to enable
experiments to be carried out in their dis-
tricts. The claim has been made that the
virus has proved successful in open fields.
M embers will agree that the effective eradi-
cation of this reat cnemny of the wheat-
growers, dairymen, fruitg&rowers and pas-
toralists is highly essential. The menace of
the rabbit is real. I urge that something
should be done to enable some of the boards
to secure supplies of the virus in order to
try it out in this State. The question of
expense seems to be the stumbling block.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Has not the de-
cision been reached that the release of the
virus would be dagerous?

Hon. V. HA'MER SLEY: I do not know
that that is so. To whom would it
be dangerous? Regarding the proposal for
the settlement of the Kinsherleys, I fully
support the scheme advanced for the de-
velopment of the far North. Here we have
people who are looking for land, and surely
they should be given an opportunity to
settle and develop a part of the State that
has been crying out for attention for
many year's past. Settlers camne to Western
Australia in the early days knowing full
well that they would have to face many
difficulties. There was no question of Gov-
ernment support or help for them. They
had to pay their own way and accept the
risks entailed. Surely we should allow this
race an opportunity to deal with the un-
developed country, and give them the op-
portunities that were availed of in the
south by our early settlers. In those days
there was no spoon feeding And the settlers
I refer to have not had much of it since.
For the most part they have received kicks.
For long have we desired to populate our
empty spaces. Reports appearing in the
daily Press indicate that the Japanese are
taking possession of the 'North. A system
of control has had to be organised in Broome
because the people there do not know to
what extent the landing of Japanese may
swell. Certainly these foreigners are on our
coast, and we know of the peaceful penetra-
tion methods of both the Japanese anid the
Chinese. We should take early advantage

of the opportunity to secure the settlement
of the northern parts by a race more to our
liking. Those people will pay their own
way and will prove to be fine citizens. Their
presence in the 'North will create trade,
which is so essential if we wish to r-etain
our grasp upon the Commnonwealth. The
population of Australia is not increasing
as it should, and here we have a golden
Opportunity to populate the empty lNorth.

The Lieut.-Governor's Speech was not an
inspiring utterance, and on the whole
I think we shall enjoy a very nice quiet
session. I do not know what the proposals
of the Government are with regard to in-
dustrial legislation. The Arbitration Acet
has been in force for a number of years and
we know that throug-hout the Commonwealth
great dissatisfaction has been expressed by
the workers regarding the application of
that principle to industry. Perhaps the ob-
ject of the foreshadowed amending legisla-
tion is to include the right to strike. How-
ever, at a later stage we shall learn what
is proposed.

Touching briefly upon the dairying indus-
try, I notice the standard for butter has
been raised recently. That instruction should
he given to the producers who are not fully
alive to the position, particularly those oper-
ating in the wheat areas, is certainly iinpera9-
tire. In view of the raising of the standard,
the Government should send inspectors
throughout the dairying districts to instruct
the producers, just as is heing done with re-
gard to the education of farmers respecting
the proper quality of pigs for export. In
the wheat areas special instruction is re-
quired upon the methods of improving- the
quality of cream for the market. Such a
step may involve the expeaditure of £2010 or
so, but I urge the Government to inhark
upon that course in the interests of the pro-
ducers. During the drought of 1914 men
were kept on their farms throu1gh the efforts
of their wrives and families who eng-aged in
dairying as a side line. That applied parti-
cularly on holdings in the far eastern dis-
tricts, which ware rega-rded at the
time as questionably safe for production.
On the contrary, those who undertook these
side line. were sucessful, and their creamt
supplies constituted a wonderful addition to
the butter industry. When the wheat posi-
tion improved they ceased their efforts, but
I am afraid in these days many will return
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to dairying in districts that are looked upon
as risky, even for wheat.

I notice that one Bill foreshadowed by the
Government will have reference to the Leg-
islative Council franchise. I imagine the
Government will endeavour to make it easier
for people to secure a vote for this branch
of the Legislature. The A.N.A. has made
representations to the Government to do
away with the Legislative Council, the aboli-
tion of which has been an aim of the Labour
Party for years past. I sincerely hope that
no scheme will he proposed such as that
applying to the Federal Senate, for whic~'
there is the adult franchise. If that system
were applied to the election of the Legisla-
tive Council, I would look upon this House
as merely a rubber stamp. I view with
much disfavour any alteration in the f ran-
chise for this Chamber. I trust that many
of those who favour the abolition of this
Chamber will realise the error of their ways.
If they do not, we may lose control of gov-
ernment, and in the end we may have in
power someone like Hitler. I support
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-re ply.

HON. J. M. MACF'ARLANE (Metropo-
litan-Suburban) [6.10]: 1 also support the
motion before the House. I was very in-
terested in the speech that His Excellency
delivered. I do not intend to refer to many
sections of the voluminous document and
shall confine myself to a few points with
which I can deal with at certain amount of
knowledge. On such topics I may, perhaps,
speak convincingly to those who listen to me.
That production during the last few
years has been favourable, even though the
periods were regarded as dry, is satisfactory.
We have experienced bountiful rains this
year and we should be thankful for that in
view of the ruling wheat prices. We should
have a bumper harvest, which will be some
little compensation for the low prices. If
our farmers were confronted with low prices
and a low yield, the position would be aggra-
vated. I trust that in the final analysis the
season's production will be satisfactory from
that point of view. I have been greatly sur-
prised that the price of wheat is so low at
present. In the course of my long life I
cannot remember the price having been so
unsatisfactory. Especially is tils surprising
when we consider the turmoil of to-day.
With war threatening, one would expect

wheat to be purchased at premium rates in
order to provide for contingencies. Light
was thrown on that phase by a cable pub-
lished rceecatly setting out that Germany had
in store sufficient wheat to meet her require-
ments for a year under the greatest stress.
I presiume the same applies to other nations,
which have been buying heavily for some
time past. The result of their purchases is
that those nations do not require more
wheat, which is nowv a glut on the market.
This brings me to the point that the wheat-
grower has to realise that the conditions
under which he operates have to be altered.
The same applies to other phases of agricul-
tural production. There is, of course, the
necessity to foster the production of wool,
fat lambs, butter, eggs and pigs, some of
which offer splendid returns for wheat far-
nmers. Attention should also be paid to the
rearing of calves instead of slaughtering so
many at an early age. A large proportion
of those calves could be held for beef. The
experience generally is that at the fall of
the year attractive prices are offered because
of the shortage of good beef cattle.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. 31. MACFARLANE : Before tea
I was trying to emphasise the point that
mixed farming must definitely be under-
taken by wheattgrowers in the future be-
cause, with wheat offering such lowv Teturns,
nothing but bankruptcy will be the lot of
the farmers whose activities are restricted to
wvheatgrowing. The reference in the Lient.-
Governor's Speech to the development of
the export lamb trade made good rending,
and it wvas gratifying to learn that during
the last three or four years the export figure
has grown to such an extent that this year
the hope is entertained of 5 O0,0O0 lambs
being sent away. According th the Speech,
the Government expects that in the near fu-
ture the export figure will approximate
1,000,000 carcases. That brings me to a
consideration of the need for making ade-
quate arrangements for handling this pro-
duct at the port of shipment. If the Gov-
ernment aims to export such a large number
of fat lambs, it will have to give attention
to providing facilities for slaughtering and
holding the animals in cold store at the ports.
The M1inister for Lands is to be congratu-
lated on the action he took this year to pro-
vide means for the adequate handling of the
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lambs exported. Early in the season it was
believed that there would be insufficient
faeilitie for killing and storing fat lamibs.
However, the Minister took commendable
action to overcome the difficulty, and I
understand that killing is being carried on
smoothly and that the position will be ade-
q1uately met this year. Considering the
rapid development of the industry since ex-
port began, further provision will have to
be mnade for future years.

The butter industry needs fostering, be-
cause the eq1ualisation scheme has given but-
ter a fair valne. There is one point that
has given me Concern for sonic time, and I
have taken it uip with the Minister-that
relating to the wheatgrower who makes
butter production one of his sidelines. As
a mnatter of fact, many wheatgrowers
already do so. Out of the 8,000 wheat-
growers in our State, I know of 300 or 400
,who supply cream to be manufactured into
lbutter; and I am satisfied that that number
constituites only a portion of those who are
engaged in dairying and arc looking to that
indu~try to help them through their crisis
this year. There is one difficulty associated
with the qupply of cream by the wheat-
grower for butter making, and I have taken
up the matter with the Minister. Mr.
Hamiergley' mentioned it. I refer to the need
for providing the highest grade of cream
possible. I realise that the activities of de-
partmental officers are limited by the means
at their disposal. Mrembers have been told
of the wonderful importance of the South-
West butter indu~trv. I believe the depart-
mnent has devoted mnuch time and talent to
improving the quality of this product, with
the rec;ult that ;plenidid progress is being
madle in thait portion of the Stte. But a
numiber of farmers are using the producti on
of butter fix *b sideline to their wheatgrTow-
ing. aind it is for these men that I am mail-
inx a strenuous attemipt to secure a direct
and immnediate beneft. Acting upon adviy±,
from the industry, the Federal Government
has decided to prevent the export of butter
of a quality less, than 83 points at grading
of that of first-class- butter. This action hag
been tak en because of the belief that buttte'r
of inferior quality exported to Great Bri-
tainl musqt militate against the better-cllass-
produlct. 119-h as choice butter. The point I
wbil ti) manke kN that mos.t of the farmers:

ce vn reami from the wheat areacz de:-
patch it in -nc-h a vondition that it wvill not

jade S3 per vent. -Ninety-three per cent-
is a high-grade export butter, and the pro-
duet that grades at 8:3 per cent, is a good
scounlaly product. The Federal authorities
are endoavourin', to export butter up to
world standards, if possible, because they
w-ant to ensure the sale of the Australian
product and maintain Australia's good name
in England. I support that view. The de-
partmental officers are now saying they
must have that grade of butter; and it ii
up to the farmer and the manufacturer to
.sce that it is obtainable. I do not want to
try to advise the House as to the conditions%
operating iin the wheat areas in respect of
dairying.

Hon. H. 1'. Piesse: How far do you pro-
pose to direct, and hlow far to assist?

Hon. J, M1. MIACFARLsANE: The hon.
memiber w-ill see inl a moment. I have
asked the department what is to be the
solution of the problem. The officers have
said that inferior cream must be rejected,
but I have inquired what is to be the posi-
tion of the farmer who has gone to con-
sideralble trouble to secure a price that
would compensate him for his labour.
After producing the article, the farmer
has to pay moniey in freirlht. Is the grader
to appear on the scene then, and reject
the product if it does not attain the 83
per cent, standard? If so, what will that
mean to the farmer? Either that the coni-
modity has to he sent hack to the grower
or else that the creami mutst be turnedI into
a low-mrade butter to come into competi-
tion with margarine.

lIon. 1L. Craig: It has a value as seond-
grade cream.

Hon. J1. 'M. MALCFAR3LA-NE;- But the,
sale is restricted. Butter manufacturers
are worried as to what is going to happen
this year, and T am trying to find a remedly.
I consulted the department, and followedl
up my interview with a letter to the Minis-
ter asking him to appoint three or four
instructors to visit the farmers by car dur-
ing" the next three months with a view to
aqsisting theni to improve t he quality of
their product by issuling to them necessary
in4raetions.

Mfember: A very -ood idea.
lon. J. 11. 2IACFARLANEP: I think the

expenditure of 0~00 or £400 would return
to the State between £2,,000( and £1,000J( a
year.
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Honi. -A. Thonmson: Are you adv-ocating
tn attempt to improve the feeding?

lloni. 3. M. MACFARLANE: The dairy
farmer of whom I am speaking is labour-
in- under difficulties not experienced in
the South-West. ide has a poor railway
servie. le believes that the factory can
mallufacture, first-g-rade butter out of any
class of cream.

Hon. Hi. V, Piesse: 'When the hot.
weather comes- the position will be worse
Still.

Hion. L. Craig: It is impossible to pro-
duce first-class cream on a wheat farm in
summer.

Hon. J. "M. MACFARLANE: I do not
ag-ree with that. 1 understand the dilbecul-
Ties to be faced, and I want to try to
Overcome them. I desire to interest mem-
bers representing those areas, with a view
to their co-operating this year in giving
the wheat fanner somec help in his predica-
ment.

lon. W. J. 'Mann: Do you suggest that
he put in en~ilage?

lion. 3. 3f. MTACFARLAKE: I took the
mantter up with the superintendent of the
department, and he gave me the answer
I have, indicated. I ther. consulted the
Minister, and received a reply on exactly
the same line,; as that of the Superintend-
ent of Dairying. I expect what happened
was, that the superintendent made a recom-
mendation to the Minister and that the
Minister sent it on to me, Apparently the
Minister was not seized with the import-
ainee of the matter. That is why I am dis-
eusng it here. I receive creami fromn those
areas, and so am in a position to speak
with some authority on the matter. Of
course, mine is not the only firm obtaining
cream from those sources. The area is
hounded on the north by Northampton and
Mullewa, eastward by Lake Brown and
Moorine ]Rock and Southern Cross, and on
the south by Lake Grace. Dairying has
been conducted in those centres for a long
time, and sonic of the farmers have been
highly successful. I am sure that even
better results can be secured by concerted
action. These people are endeavouring to
help themselves and the Government, and
should receive the support for which I amn
.asking.

Another industry that should be fos-
tered by the department is the production
of pigs. During the last year or two the

export of pig mneat has become fairly pro-
fitable. The return is so good that pig rais-
ing should be undertaken by wheat
farmners. A good sale of this product is
probable in England during the next three
or four years.

lion, 0. B. Wood: is that all'
Hon. J. -M. -MACFARLANE: As far as

can be seen at present.
Hon. G. B. Wood: The department is

sending inspectors around the areas in ques-
tion.

Hon. J. 'U. MNACFARLANE: The Super-
intendent of Dairying, is already touring the
country. I have read several of his9 ad-
dresses describing the value of the methods
to be adopted and pointing out that every
penny per pound that pork realises, when
the pigs have been brought up on wheat,
represents an additional 6id. or 7d. per
bushel. It seems that the system is worth
while. Wheat farmers are now trying to
get a return from their work that wheat by
itself will not give them.

I compliment the department upon its
activities regarding poultry. The adviser
on poultry is doing excellent work, andi has
done SO for the last two or three years.

Hon. A. Thomson: He is keenly inter-
e.5ted lin his job.

Hion. J. M. 'MACFARLANE: Yes. With
better Organisation and the introduction of
improved breeds,' the poultry industry
should do -well. The export side of the
industry should be further developed. The
poultry expert has that in mind, and is
trying to devise means of overcoming the
difficulties that will occur in the event of
war being declared- He has also been en-
deavouring to stimulate interest in turkeys.
For many years, the local turkeys were,
of good quatlity, and sufficient in anmber
to supply the demand. Lately, hov-
erer, through in-breeding or other condi-
tions, the industry has not developed here
as it has done in the other States. For
some ftime now turkeys have had to be lim-
ported to mneet the local demand. The poul-
try expert has been investigating the in-
dustry froma various points of view, and
hopes to induce the growers to tak.!
up the breeding of turkeys. Some fine
stud turkeys have been brought over
lately, and] these Should prove beneficial to
the industry. I holp that at no distanit date
the local demand wiltlihe Supplied once more.
and that it may even be possible to fulfl)
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-orders from the Eabtern States. I1 told
menibers last year that orders for poultry
sometimes camne to Western Australia. I
hare had inquiries for 25,000 head of -pout-
try f rom one or two firms, and could have
supplied the orders if the price and the
quality of the local birds had been right. A
market therefore exists not only abroad, but
within Australia, for our poultry. 'When
a wheat farmer supplies cream to the
factory hie receives his cheque every
month, or at sh1orter intervals if desired.
This mioney helps to provide him with the
neessities of the lionme until he teceives his
wiheat or wool cheque. Another disadvan-
tage to which I would like to refer is the
equalisation charge. That is a disability.
The board imposes an equalisation charge
during the flush of the year. When the
flush is over, the charge is lifted, with the
result that the wheat farmer has to pay
his quota during the flus4h period, and, when
lie is supplying- no cream hie can get no bene-
fit from the scheme. The money really goes
to the gotith-west, where the farmer is pro-
ducing- cream all the year round.

Hon. L. Craig: The export takes place
during the lush part of the year.

Hon. J. 31. -MACFARLANE: The dairy
people in the 'South-West gain the benefits
of the equalisation throughout the year.
There is a gimat difference between what the
wheat fanner gets for his cream, and what
Mr. Mann quoted as the return received by
the more fortunate farmers in the South-
West. What is to happen to the cream
that is below grade 83 I do not know, seeing
that it will have to compete with margarine.

Hon. A. Thomson: What remedy would
you suggesfl7

Hlon. J. -11 MIACFARLANE: The use
of margarine should be discountenanaed by
Parliament. The granting of a quota of
200 eases a week was a mistake. Something
should he done to prevent the development
of the margarine sales.

lion. C. F. Baxter: The steps to be taken
cannot be enforced.

Hon. J..11. MACFARLANE:- Where
there is a will there is a way.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The way has not yet
been found.

lion. J. 3f. M1ACfFARLAXFZ Vested in-
terests constitute the greatest difficulty. Not
only must farming conditions; in the wheat
belt be iniprovc&-as a result of the in-
4;,ruction that is given to the farmiers-but

many other factors must be taken into ac-
count. There is, for instance, the cartage
of the cream to the railway station.

Hon. A. Thomson: Transport is a very
important matter.

Hon. J. M1. MACFARLANE: One mem-
ber said that a manl had to travel 40 miles
to reach a railway station. I know of in-
stances where lpeople have to transport their
cream, 20 miles;. In effect, they are enden-
vouriug to achieve the impossible; but I do
not say that to their disparagement. Somle-
thing more should be dloue for these people
than has been done. Provision must also be
made to protect the cream onl the railway
station until it is put on the train. A speed-
ing-up of delivery should be brought about,
and more care should be taken in the trans-
port of the cream by rail.

Hon. V. Hamnersley: Especially at junc-
tions where the cream is put out of the
van into the sun and left there.

Hon. J. 'M. MACFARLANE: Cream is
usually carried in the guard's van, which
contains all kinds of miscellaneous goods.
The cream must be seriously affected by
contact with that assortment of merchan-
dise. I could say a good deal that I would
not like to see in print, but I do suggest
that members should take concerted action
to impress upon the Minister the seriousness
of the position and endeavour to induce him
to give sonic relief. Just now the season is
a good one, and farmers ,are getting better
results than usual from their pastures.

Hon. J. Cornell: I know of one man who
carts his cream 40 miles.

Hon. J. _11. MAC FARLANE: Hon. mem-
bers would say he was a fool, but it will he
agre-ed that he was a trier.

Hon. J. Cornell: He is a fool to do it
now.

Hon. J. 3L MACFARLANE: Only a
trier would do that. He deserves all pos-
sible help and support.

Hon. J. Cornell: The Honorary Minister
knows all about that case.

Hon. 3 . 1. MACFARLANE: If members
would like to become personally acquainted
with a batter factory, I would be pleased
to place my staff at their disposal, so that
they may better understand what I am tell-
ing them now.

The Speech tells us the Government has
been particularly active with respect to sec-
ondary industries, and expects to be more
so. It is difficult to believe that it is really
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sincere in its protestations. Mr. Baxter
dealt with the case from his point of view,
and called forth some severe criticism from
the Mfinister for Labour. Mr. Bolton spoke
with some heat, and from his remarks I
gather that his industry is feeling the pinch.
Mr. Craig gave his point of view. His
endeavour evidently was to impress upon
the Government the risk in adopting
such methods- to bolster up secondary indus-
tries. he pointed out that the cost of liv-
ing must be materially affected by each in-
dustry that was so handled. Those three
speehes alone will give the Minster and
the gentlemen on the committees he
appointed food for thought. How do they
intend to harmonise existing conditions and
give relief to secondary industries, and at
the same time carry out the desires of the
Government? The Minister will have to
review industrial costs, and hring them into
line with those in the Eastern States. In-
dustries cannot be expected to develop when
handicapped to such an extent in compari-
son with similar enterprises elsewhere in
Australia. The Minister declares he intends
to wipe out a good deal of the Eastern
Sta te, competition. The important factors
to he considered first are industrial costs
and peace in industry. Unless both are bar-
muned, there will be no chance of building
up secondary industries in the way indi-
cated. I wonder, therefore, whether the
Government really is in earnest. If we take
hours of labour, wages and conditions
generally, we find that the handicap
imposed upon local people is altogether
too great to achieve this. We must
endeavour to reduce the difference between
conditions appertaining to the production of
the locally-made article and conditions apply-
ing to that imported from the Eastern States.
The Minister for Industrial Development
took Mr. Baxter to task for criticising him
regarding his comments on the trouble at
'Mills & Ware's factory, and indicated that
he was hard at work to bring about peace
in the trouble that has been in existence at
]Fremantle for some six weeks. Members, I
think, will agree that the results achieved by
the M1inister in the direction of solving the
difficulty are a poor showing.

Member: TIe( said lie was working silently.

Hon. .1. 3M. MACFARLANE: Surely the
influence of the M1inister and that of his col-
leagues should be strong enough, if they
were in earnest, to preserve peace in indus-

try. They should make it clear to the strikers
that they must return to work and abide
by the award that was in existence,
and that then assistance would be given them
to secure ain early bearing of their ease by
the court. That would he the most logicalt
step to take. But no, as the 'Minister told
us, he was working silently with thore
people. Six wceks, however, have already
passed and the employees are still walking
about the streets. In the meantime imported
biscuits and cakes Are getting a foothold
again in the State, And are taking the place
of articles that were of first-class quality
and really worth purchasing. An incident
such as this must prove a serious setback
to any negotiations that may be taking place
with any firm or person -who may be con-
templating the establishment of inanufac-
tories in Western Australia. In his reply to
some of M-%r. Baxter's criticism, Mr. Trainer
made remarks that must have had a disquiet-
ing effect on those people with whom the
Minister negotiated. MrI. Trainer stated that
we had a splendid Arbitration Act and
Workers' Compensation Act, and while ad-
mitting that our costs were higher than those
in the East, hie said that good As they were,
even better were wanted, especially regard-
ing the length of the working week. Surely
anything of the kind Will mean a further
handicap to the development of secondary
industries in the State. On this subject, too,
I noticed in last Thursday's paper a tele-
gram from 'Melbourne wherein Mr. CroftP,
a Labour representative, speaking on the
Highi Court's ruling or to the minutes of an,
award on the subject of a 44-hour week, said
it -was Labour's objective to have a 40-houi
week, and then to continue the fight until
a 30-hour week was. obtained. Is that kind
of thing an encouragement to the estab-
lishment of secondary industries here?
For those who are in business to-day, and
those whvlo contemplate going into business,
such statements must hare a disturbing
effect on any attempt to eliminate the ad-
verse interstate trade balance. How is it
possible to give Eastern. States manufac-
turers any promise of encouragement? If
encouragement is to be given, why not ex-
tend it to the manufacturer already estab-
lished here, the man Who may not have
modern equipment? Why not assist him
to get it? This should he done, as well as to
assist in the direction of equalising costs.
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It' Western kustralia had to contend
with Australian conditions only, it might
be por-sihle for industries to succeed. But
in spite of the heavy duties and protection
afforded in many ways, foreign goods are
in our stores and warehouses, and are dis-
played at prices that eclipse anything we
eati possibly do. I will quote an extract
front 't, lDailv News" of the 13th July
last, which will indicate to members just
what our engineering and hardware firms
are up against-

Reason win ' Nazi abuase eontinually' show-
ered ton the Britih Foreign Publicity De-
partmrent designed to rounter Axis propa-
ganda has a hysterical noate is mnore easily
understood in the light of the following vola-
parison.

Recenit 2s. wage increase won by 1$J,00,00
mnen in B3ritain's eiigineerinig industry bringN.
the av-erage weekly pay to more than twiCe.
that earned hr' similar workers in Germniry.

Compared figures of ininimuin earnings of
skilled mieta].workera are: Britain-fl 4Is. (48
hours) and £E4 18s. (56 hours); Gernaanv-
£1 JSs. 4d. (48) and £2 J0s. 4d. (56).

I ask members to note particularly the
-wages and the hours referred to in that
uiewfrpaper extract. So it will be seen that
we in Western Australia are severely
handicapped in our attempt to compete
with those countries, From the Labour
point oi view, the (Wrvernznent mnust eon-
sider thie position if it wishes to bring
about an increase in the number of second-
ary industries. I amt finding it difficult
to understand why the Gilovernment should
sendl the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment to the Eastern States to induce firms
to esdtablish themselves iii Western Aus-
tralia, when already our own people oper-
ating here could be better induced to mod-
ernke their plants and seek scientific aid
in the piroduetion of commodities. If the
Minister could overcome their fears indus-
trially and give them aid in producing
those articles, which form the bulk of the
adverse trade millions, something- really
would be achieved. It appears to me, and
I expect to many otheis who know some-
thing of the local manufacturing position,
and the competition created by State trad-
ing concerns, that the Government realises
that it has sucked the industrial life-Mlood
to the full from our o-wn people, and now
requires new firms from the Eastern 'States
for the same purpose. Many cases can he
cited of the Government's indifference to
the needs of our local firms and inanuifac-

turcrs, and I consider the timber mer-
chants have been hit the hardest by the
tiovernmeut's support of the State Sawi-
muills' unfair competition.

I may now be permit ted to Pass on to
one or two matters that concern the pro,
vinee I represent, the first being the South
Perth ferry aud the long delay in the work
of conpietilig and altering the plans of
the vessel from a double-ender to a single-
enider. I ant disappointed at the reason
given for the delay, which is that it is
due to the cost that would be involved if
the plan were carried out. From time to
time there have been public meetings and
deputations on this question, arid in spite
of the promises mnade nothing whatever
has been done. The Government seems to
forget that many people arc to be catered
for, and it is a mistake to attempt to do
;nyihing but accede to the full requests4
that have been made. On the subject of
the Perth trains, about two years ago, as a1
result of a public complaint, the tramway
management provided three steps, on a
nlumber of the ears. In that way the task
of boarding arid alighitinfr from the trains,
especially in respect of elderly people and
womlen with children, was simplified. The
department, however, appears to have dis:-
continued the work of providinig the addi-
tional steps, and I. should like to know the
reason why. It is pitiful to observe the
di mt-tilt ,v a percentage rIP the passengers
exlwriellce in hmoardling die trains because
of the hi-ghl steps. I should like the Minis-
ter to tell me when lie replies why this use-
ful work that was started by the trainways
has beven discontinued. With regard to thie
Milk Board regulations, I shall have somne-
thing to say about them at the next sit,
ting] and T will conclude by thanking meum-
bers, for the patient hearingm they have
given rue.

HON. H. TUOKEY ISouth-West)
[8.1:1 : We have entered oii the work of
another Parliament and wed are no further
advanced in respect of our piroblenms. I
admit that there aire difficulties facing the
Government in the way of dealing 'With a
numher of questions, hut any action to deal
wvith tho,e matters should receive support
from every section of Parliament. Thts
Legislative progranmme i neludes several
major questions that have already been dis-
cussedi in this Hlouse,. and some that are
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likely to be introduced this session will be
found to be similar to those that were sub-
mnitted last year. I was pleased to receive
the Minister's explanation on the subject
of the disease of contagious abortion in cows,
regarding which I asked a question a little
while back. My object in seeking informna-
tion was to prevent the spread of a disease
which: is serious and a menace to the daii-v-
ing and stock raising industry in tine
South-West. I would be in favour of miak-
ingu it an offence to market any cows carry-
ing this disease, unless for butchering piir.
poses; furthermore, the stock should be
branded before being sold. It is, all yery
well for some people to treat this matter
lightly, but I consider that whenl a farmer
has stock that is affected with this disease,
the stock, I repeat, should be marketed oak-
for butchering purposes. It should not be
permitted to bw sold because of the danger
of infecting clean herds. It is not mny inten-
tion to say more on this subject because
ofl the explanation made by the M1inister
after hep answered the question. I should.
however, like to read to the House a copy
of a signed statement by a settler concern-
ing this niatter. The statement reads-

These s9tock (4) were lpurchased by me
about October, 19:15, fromJl Group1 5t 10dpot,
having been, recornuended to mec by the local
bank inspector (Mr. Ilawkes) and described
as coming fronm Snbina Vale. In .Tanuarv.
1939, one of these aborted an (about) 5'
monthis embryo calf, tine first abortion to
otcur onl the farm, which has been occupied
by us for 15 years.

Sinte then another sevenl of nar oaNni stock
hiave aborted -and T amn wonderig where it
will end. it will certainily cause ic much
loss (luring the coinig scalson.-E. Clayton.

That will indicate, to somet extent, the seri-
ousness of the disease. I was speaking to
al prominent resident of tile Bunbury dis-
trict, who said hie had S0 cows on his farm
and that at least 40 were infected. He had
intendled to fattenl them, for sale to the
butcher, bitt I understand the veterinary
officer suggested he should persevere in hiss
efforts to stamp out the disease. He is there-
fore keeping the cows onl his farm: but it
is more than likely that the disease will
spread throug-h his herd of 80 cows. He
certainly would have disposed of the cows
but for the fact that he was able to milk
them, although they had lost their calves.
'The position is very serious, as I can say
from my own experience. I buy Cattle occa-
sionally, but take care not to buy cows,

as I do not want the disease onl my
farm. I hope sooner or later legislation
will be passed to deal more effectively with
this disease.

I cong ratu late the Gioverinnent on re-
buihdine Caves House. An up-to-date
huildiwn, has been erected, which is a credit
to the desig-ners- and the builders. Much
critici sm was_ indulged ift because of the de-
,ll ini starting this work. but if it was onily
to -enable the -erection of a first-class hotel,
then, the long- delay wa~z justified. There is
no" -sufficient acconunodation ait Yallingeup
to inert reqiiremnentts for sonic time to
come. Already vdie hotel is being well
patronli-ed. -No doubt a fairly large sumi
has been expended onl the various eaves, bit
the facilities will lie considerably improved
wheni electric light is installed in thle M1am-
mnoth Cave. This is a very large cave, with-
out any light whatever. I understand an
enginle is available, and that it is only a
matter of the cost of the installation. Whenl
the road systemn can be extended alongth
coast between Eusselton and Flinders Bay.
the eaves and other adjacent places will be
a4 far greater attraction to tourists. 1 amn
sur~e thle money spent on Yallingtl u-ill yield
anl excellent return.

It is to be hoped that the Traffic Act will
bep suitably amendled this session. Car
owners -should not be debarred from claim-
ing- insuranice in ile case of an accident oc-
curring before a driver has renewed his
license. Again, the present law says, in,
effect, that the driver of a motor car on the
right at an intersection can do no wrong: T
certainly disagrTee with that contention. Tbe.i
there is tile problemt of excessive speeding.
which undoubtedly is the cause. of most ac-
cidents. I have on. a previous occasion sug-
geqted the control of speed by affixing gov-
ernors, to motor ear.-. Surely, if the speed
limit is fxed at. say, 40 mniles an hour, it
would not be unreasonable to compel gov-
ernors; to be fixed to ears so that their speed
could not exceed 50 milesc an hour. thus
lent-inr .a margin of ten miles par hour for
qafets-. If the facts -were known, it would
be disclosed that most accidents% occur When
ears are travelling at a raqte considerably
over 50 miles ain hour. A road patrol, in
my oninion. -would be too costly. I think
th~at if A definite cheek were put- on the
s~peed of ears and comptilsory third party
insurance introduced, g-reat benefit would
accrue to the public generally. Our boa-
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pitals. would ce.rtainly hc relieve-d of much
trouble and loss.

The Road Districts Act also requires sev-
eral amendments. At present a person not
eligible to take a scat on a road board may
nominate for a vacancy and cause a board
to hold an election at considerable expense
to the ratepayers. 'Neither the returning
officer nor the 'Minlister has power under
the Act to reject a nomination.

Hon. A. Thomson:- The same thing ap-
plies to State elections.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: That is so. Two such
cases have occurred recently; and, although
representations were made, the Government
was powerless to take action. Such law is
sheer nonsense.

Hon. J. Al. Macfarlane: Is not some
penalty provided if such a man takes his
seat?

Hon. H. TIJOKEY: Yes. The peculiar
thing is that, although a candidate may be
elected, yet if he takes his seat lie is liahle
to a penalty. However, lie is not so foolish
as to take his seat. That, however, does
not overcome the fact that the hoard is put
to unneessary expense in holding the elec-
tion, and also a subsequent election. in
one of the cases I mentioned, the candidate,
although he was told he could not take his
seat, had no option but to contest the elec-
tion, because the Act provides that if the
nomination is not withdrawn within 48
hours of the closing of nominations;, then tha
election must proceed. Although the can-
didate may be willing to withdraw his
nomination, he cannot do so, because under
the Act his nomination must stand. To mny
mind, that is a foolish law and should be
altered at the first possible opportunity.

Holl. J. Cornell: It is questionable
whether a manl whose name is not on the
roll can nominate.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: It does not matter
whether he is on the roll or not, he may
nominate. in this case the man's name was
not on the roll.

Hon. J. Cornell: He must have the neces-
sary qualifications.

Ron. H. TUCKEY: He had no qualifica-
tions.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is another matter.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: Any person may
nominate for a sent on a board, whether
he is qualified or not.

Hon. 3. Nicholson: Any ratepayer may
nominate.

lon. H. TUCKEY: Any person has the
right to nominate.

Hon. J. Cornell: If his name is on the
electoral roll, then he may do so.

hon. H. TUCKEY: It is strange that
s~uch cases should be permitted to occur
year after year. The position has been
known for some considerable time. Other
desirable amendments have 'been ,brought
tinder the notice of the Government by the
Road Boards Association, but I shall deal
with those matters later in the session, when
I1 hope an amending Bill will be before the
House.

Although no wheat is grown in my Pro-
vince, I fully appreciate the plight of wheat
farmers, owing to the state of the market,
and I shall support any reasonable scheme
that will assist the industry. I venture
the opinion, howeveli, that any action--
whether State or Federal-will only he of
a temporary nature; because, afte-r all, the
problem is a world-wide one, and will have
to be adjusted on that basis. Tn the mean-
time, however, assistance is urgently needed;
and I trust the Federal and State Govern-
merits will soon be able to agree upon some
plan that will afford that much needed, urg-
ent help. If a policy of extreme nationalism
by the Commonwealth is to be continued in.
definitely, the position of the primary pro-
ducer may be beyond remedy. We are now
told that the importation of tin plates for
manlufacturing purposes is to be stopped. I
understand a certain company is prepared
to manufacture tin plates in Australia
under what one may term "hot-house" con-
ditions. I can remember when 1.0. coke
fin plates were landed at Fremantle for
£ 10s. a ton. To-day the local price is
over £30 a ton and the proposal is to in-
crease that price considerably. I cannot
see how this is going to assist the second-
ary industries of Australia. I admit cer-
tain industries must be protected; hut
surely, for economic and international,
reasons, there must he a limit to tariffs in
a primary producing country like Aus-
tralia. Every effort should he made by the
Commonwealth to adjust its trade positinn
with that of other countries. The more we
prohibit imports, the more such a course
will reflect to the disadvantage of primalr
production. While dealing with this matter,
I am pleasd to note the Government has
appointed a council to deal wifli secondary
industries and has nominated my colleague,
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M1r. Craig, as a member. I feel sure he will
keep an eye on the interests of the primary
producers, while attending to the interests
of other industries as well.

Hon. A. Thomson: I was wondering why
he was selected.

Hon. U1. TUCKEY: I am indeed of the
opinion that we must trade with oth-er coun-
tries. As I just said, while we must pro-
tect certain industries, we must admit cer-
tain commodities in order to induce other
countries to buy our goods.

In regard to the Constitution, I under-
stand Mr. Parker suggested cutting down
country representation. I do not consider
three members too many for the South-
West Province. Personally, I have for the
Ipast three years averaged 20,000 miles
in. my own ear. This will indicate to some
extent the aretanand travelling in connec-
tion with the work I have to do. All the
country Provinces are large and should
have adequate representation.

Hion. J. Cornell: In my Province I re-
qluire an aeroplane.

Hon. H-. TUCKEY. I do not favour 'Mr.
Parker's suggestion to reduce the number
of country representatives; but, as he did
not approve of a greater number of mem-
bers in this H-ouse,. and if he wants addi-
tional. -representatives for the metropolitan
area, then the number of country members
must be reduced. For my part, I consider
that to cut do-nmi country representation
would be fatal. M1y Province is very large
and the calls on me are so many that I ami
kept extremely busy.

H~on. J. Cornell: To say nothing of the
quality of the members.

Hon. J. Mi. Macfarlane: Abolish the
Chamber altogether!

Hon. Hf. TTJCKEY: It is a big question,
and if any further discussion takes place
on it, I hope it will be dealt with on a dif -
ferent basis, and that the districts will
be so arranged as not to -reduce represen-
tation.

Member: The country certainly wants a
higher vote than does the city.

Hon. ]E. TUCKEY: I do not think mema-
hers should count altogether. It would be
far easier to represent the whole of the
metropolitan area than to represent the
South-West Province. I strongly support
the remarks of previous speakers in re-
gard to harbour facilities for the South-
West. Mfuch mioney has been spent at Bun-
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bury, and the People there are anxious that
this work should be completed, Msany
Promises have been made by the Govern-
mneat, and its silence and inaction are dis-
appointing. Production is increasing day
by day, so there would be no risk at all in
providing adequate shipping facilities.
Busselton and Flinders Bay should also -e
considered. There are great possibilities
right through those districts. Immense
progress has been made there. I am told
that mnore than half the abandoned farms
in the Sussex district have already been
sold, partly by Goldslbrough, Mort & Co.,
Ltd., privately. Practical farmers are buy-
ing these holdings, and the agents are hav-
ing a busy time. That, in my opinion,
proves the value of the land beyond ques-
tion.

I hope the Government will put in hand
tho construction of the Stirling dam. It
is unnecessary to quote figures relating to
the Harvey district; that has been done
many times, and the Government already
has all the necessary information, I do
not know of a wore urgent or reproductive
work that could he put in hand. I know
that at times the Government finds it diffi-
cult to provide sufficient reproductive work
for awen on relief ; and to me it seemis
strange that this wvork is not started, be-
cause it would not only be useful to the
district of Harvey, but of benefit to the
State generally.

TImproved water supplies at: Waroona
are partly responsible for much progress
in tha~t centre. 'Nestle's M3ilk Co. has been
able to increase its output considerably.
The company expects to treat this year up
to 5,500 gallons of milk daily, and, subject
to market arrangements, an attempt to
double this output is to be made very
shortly. At present, (60 per cent, of the
condensed milk manufactured in Western
Australia is exported, approximately
10,000 cases a month. The Waroona fac-
tory is one of three remaining in the Com-
monwealth, a large number having been
closed down by the company. The State
is fortunate indeed in securing such an in-
dustry, and its achievement demonstrates
the value of irrigation areas and justifies
the expenditure of the Government in that
district.

Hon. A. Thomson: Is the company tak-
ing off the market 5,000 gallons of milk
per d ayI
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lion. H. TUCKEY: The quantity I men-
tioned was 5,500 allns. The companly is
not taking that quantity at preszent but

vill 4lo so next mnonth.
11in. C. is, Williams: One delivery a

day or two.1
ilon. 11. TUCKEY: One. extending over

the whole day, We are fortunate in bar-
ing a facetory iii this State because in
Queenhland the company closed dowvn four
factories. The iiuaIitv of our mil1k is 100
per rent. I understand that if there is
ainy difference at all, we ave producing- thle
bes~t milk in the Commnonwealth. That,
Lo doubt, accounts to somte extent foi thr.
export trade. I have it onl good authority
that the output will be doubled in the near
future and I amn pleased to be able to say
that there is no question of the qutantity
of milk being available. As, soon as
arrang1enIts lire niade for the extra quani-
tity to be taken, the milk can be supplied.
I should like to direct the Government's

attention to thle lack of school aceominoda-
tion. at Waroona. The town hats grown so
rapid~y that the present facilities are in-
adequate. I hope the Governmnent -will take
steps to provide better tacilities-

Legislation -should be introduced in all
the States to make impossible thle sale of
margarine as butter. I understand that
thle prescribing of at distinctive colour for
margarine is aill that is necessary, and I
ant informed b-v an expert that the cost
of colouring would be nil.

Hlon. V. 11. Williams: Make it green.
lion. J. Cornell : 'Margarine goes green

now if it is kept long enough.
Hon. H1. TU-CKEY: Surely out valutale

dairying industr 'y is enititled to protection
froin sorbi unfair Competition.

R~on. C. B. Willian: Do not force iul
the price of butter too) highl, as was once
done with wool.

Honi. 11. TU7CKEY: This is -i very itn-
lportflnt mnatter to the whole oif Ail~tvalia.
In eachl S.tate thle dairving~ industr1y is a
large one. and I am surpriseil that thle autho-
rities hlave not introduced lee-islaltioni to pro-
ride for thet eolouring of margarine and so
protect the butter industry.

lion. J. 'M. Maet'arlant, interjected.
110n11. TUCKFX: This is4 as noltch the

concern of the Commnonwealth asi of the
states, perhaims more so. Let me' direct at-
tention to the need for a reelassiflcation of'
certainl poisonl area, in thle Upper Blac-

wrood district. There is a szmall area of coun-
try that might be described as 90 per cent.
poison. It was selected before the invasion of
the rabbits, and the people are linding great
ditlicult;- in eradicating the poisoni and at
the same time coping with the rabbit pes.t.
Every acre of land cleared has to be netted
aganst rabbits, and the poison is so thick
that it has to be ploughed out. If sonic
of the farmers were given consideration in
tire matter of land rents, it might be tile
mecans of keeping them on their holdings.
I hope that an invest igation will he made
with a view to affording- them relief.

Some members are advocating the eAah-
lishmnent of a Jewish settlement in thle Kim-
berleys. So far I have not been convinced.
that the proposal is a sound one. A corn-
preliensive schemne should be framed, inc-hal-
ing provision for marketing, before the piro-
ject is seriously considered. It would be
unwise to admit thousands of Jews to the
North if those people eventually had to come
to Perth where we already have several
thousand men onl relief work. Parliament
should he given an opportunity to discuss,
the scheme before it is decided upon.

Unemnployment is probabl -y one of our
greatest problems%, anti] onl this question there
is no room for party politicsi. I feel sure
that every member will support the Govern-
ment in a policy to assist. in gett ing~ some of
the mien off relief work. There must be qjuite
a larg-e number of men capable of doing
more than theyv are (loing to-day, pirovided
they were given some help and opportunity.
Much has been said about single men and
their rate of pay, but I should like to men-
tion two important poinlt..-llrstly the diffi-
cult financial position, and] secondly- the
scarcity of reproductive work. This sc'ar-
tcity is also a great problem in the other
States. A 'Minlister of the Victorian Govern-
mnent told ine recently that one of his -reat-
est difficulties was to find reproductive emi-
ployment for relief workers. I am not try-
ing to excuse our Government, but wve must
face the problem. If we admiit the facets,
we cannot butt agre that thle ('overnient
has tried to keep the men ir employment in
spite. of difficult circumstances. There are
g-enerally two sides to every question. Some
of mrs who travel about thep coontry and see
the relief workers hare to admit the diffi-
eulty of the problem of handlinz -;everal
thousandl unemployed. Ainonigmt them are
all classes of men, some who will give a fair
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deal and other., who never try to do so.
Summed tip, I believe thle Government has
made an earnest effort to treat the men
fairly.

The single mien, I understand, are getting
only two days' work a week. enablinir them
to earn about :30s. Pensioners get less than
that: they receive only £1 a week, onl which
they have to live. Although we haive a largc-
number of single men comnplaining of get-
ting only 30.q. a week, the fact remains that
there is an absence of labour for private en-
terprise in country districts. It seems
strang-e that in a countr-y supposed to be
more than 90 per cent. priiai-y producing,
we cannot got men who are prepared to
wvork on the laud. .A dairy farmer in the
South-West had to wait Ii months, before
he could obtain the services of a maon to
take charge of his dairy at 10s. a day and
keep. We have men complaining of receiv-
ing only two days' work a week and of other
disabilities, butl they are not prep)ared to
undertake rural work, which is a great dis-
advantage to employers requiring ]abour and
unable to find it. Two prominent farmers
in the Dornybrook district tried for
three months to get men. They, too,
offered 10s. per day and keep). Although
in that district there were 20 or 30 men on
relief wvork, those farmers could not obtain
the labour they' required. They' had to zo
without labour while the Government was
finding work for men.

I have been informed that thle Fruit-
grwes Association at Bridgetown had to
bring- 19 'lien front Victoria last year to
pack apples. It seemed rather a tall state-
ment that we in Western Australia will, all
our uijemiployient had to bring 10 men from
Victoria to pack apples at Bridgetown.
Cons&1uentl 'v I made inquiries: the state-
ment was confirmed, and I have reason to
believe it is correct. We should not have to
import one mail for wyork of that kind.
Surely we have the numbers here and
amnongs't them men of the necessarv ability
to do that class of work! It is difficult to
understand why so many men should be out
of work. Nobody can 'say that our indus-
tries are stagnant. The timber industry' has
been booming; the goldniining industry has
been going aheiad, and although wheat prices
are low, we are still prodingal a large quail-
tity of grain, and just as much labour is re-
quired to produce wheat at is. a bushel as at
10s. a bushel. There seems% to be a desir

on the part of many people to depend more
or less onl the Government. Such a policy
munst come to an end soonler or later.

I feet rather alarmed at the great loss in-
curred by the railwvays last year. Only- a
fewy 3-ears ago lye appointed a Transport
Board for the express purpose of protecting-
the railways. The people of the meptropoli-
tanl area are exempt from the provisions of
the Act; that is to say, the people living
outside the nmetrop~olitain area have to bear
aill the increased charges and submit to the
inconvenience occasioned by the passing of
the Aet. There is something wrong when,
inl spite of the wvork of the Transport Board,
the railways show a loss of about C300,000)
in one year. I have been wondering whether
this is due to the railways being over-
manned, thoughl I have no information on
the point. It the Railivay Department has
been used to absorb labour irrespective of
the loss na-un-ed, the policy is a wrong one.

Hon. J1. Cornell: As a miatter of tact,
where the Transport Board is operatin g, it
is saving the railways from losing further
mloney.

Hon. H. TECKEY: If thle people through-
out the State wvere supporting the railways,
I would not feel so concerned, but the
people of the country districts are being-
made to ~Iny dearly for freight and to do
without milnv conveniences in order to sup-
port the railwvays. This matter- hould be
investigated, because the loss incurred by
the railways is serious. If such a loss con-
turocs, it wvill he a bad day for the State and
particularly* for those people who have to
submit to inconvenience. I express my
a1ppr-eciaitionl or tile co-operation of thre
PuIhlh- Works Department engineers with
the local auathoritie., in thme South-West Pro-
vince, amid also of the ready advice given
by' the officers of the Department of Agri-
clt ure. The assistance given by those
oivers to the farmers of the South-West is
considerable, and is appreciated, and I hope
the a-ood feeling that exists will continue.

Onl motion by Hon. A. Thomsan. debate
adjourned.

Hou~se adjoifrzd at 8q.14 p.m.


